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TIE Subſtance of this Diſcourſe was delivered in 
ſeveral Sermons at Sunbury, Middleſex, more particu- 
larly at the laſt Anniverſary Meeting of two Friendly 
Societies of poor tradeſmen and day. labourers in that 
pariſh, inſtituted for their mutual ſupport, in caſes of 
ſickneſs, accident, or old age; and it is now enlarged 
and publiſhed, with a view to diffuſe, more widely, 
religious ſentiments and moral principles among thoſe 
who have little leiſure for the ſtudy of Theological 
ſubjects. | | 


The Author's object, in referring the Reader to ſo 
many texts of Scripture, is, to make him more conver- 
ſant with the Sacred writings ; to ſtrengthen and con- 
firm his faith; and to enable him “ to give a reaſon 
4 for the hope that is in him *.“ He therefore re- 
commends it to thoſe readers, wlioſe inſtruction he has 
principally in view, to peruſe this Diſcourſe at leaſt 
twice; the ſecond time always referring, or cauſing 
ſome one in their families to turn, to the texts: And 
he hopes that the impreſſion they make upon them, 
will never be effaced. 


| 4 1 Pet, iii. 15. 
Sunbury, 


Abril 3, 1799. 
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ADVANTAGES 


WHICH RESULT FROM 
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CHRISTIANITY, Ge. 


Een. v. 8. Te were ometimes darkneſs, but now are 
ye light in the Lord : Walk as children of light. 


Tk religion, which our bleſſed Lord came to 
eſtabliſh, has unqueſtionably enlightened the world, 
by revealing ſeveral important truths, which are unat- 
tainable by the beſt efforts of human wiſdom. Chriſ- 
tianity is diſtinguiſhed from all other ſyſtems of reli- 
gion, by the ſublimity of its doctrines, the excellence 
of its laws, and the ſuperiority of its motives. 

In an age, therefore, when too many are inclined to 
ſhut their eyes againſt that divine “ light,” which our 
Lord came to diffuſe, it may be uſeful to conſider, 
The doctrines which he has revealed; The pre- 
cepts which he has inculcated ; and, The informa- 
tion which he has given, concerning the future deſti- 
nation of the human race. | 


B Theſe 


(2 ) 


Theſe are not only very important, but very exter:- 
five: ſubjects : alt I propoſe to do is, to give 2 com- 
pendious view of them, in order to remind you of 
thoſe principles and duties, which you have had fre- 
quent opportunities of hearing explained and enforced, 
at greater length, from this place. 

But, before I proceed to the diſcuſſion of theſe to- 
pics, it may not be improper to premiſe, that the ſtyle 
of Scripture is highly figurative ; and that this mode of 
diffuſing knowledge, ſo prevalent among oriental na- 
tions, and in early ages, was calculated to make the 
deepeſt impreſhon on the mind, and was well adapted 
to the genius and manners of the people, to whom the 
facred writings were originally addreſſed. Objects of 
ſenſe are often uſed to repreſent the qualities of the mind. 
Thus, in the metaphorical, impreſſive, and ſublime, 
language of Scripture, /ight frequently denotes a ſtate 
of knowledge and virtue ; and darkneſs, a ſtate of ig- 
norance and vice T. Hence, the Chriſtian diſpenſation 
is emphatically ſtyled, by St. Peter, “a marvellous 
light +,” to denote its tranſcendent purity and ex- 
cellence ; and, perhaps, no other image could ſo per- 
fectly repreſent it to us. 

The figurative expreſſion, then, in the text, is in- 
tended to convey to us ſome idea of the ignorance, or 
ſpiritual ** darkneſs,” of mankind, before they were il- 
luminated by the celeſtial beams of divine truth, and 
enjoyed the ineftimable bleſſings, which we derive from 
the © light” of Chriſtianity. 


* Rom. xii. 12, 1 Thefl. v. 4, 5. Luke i. 7% 1 7 ni. 29. 
F x Pet. i. 9. n 3 


It 


1 


It may alſo be obſerved, that, about the time of our 
Saviour's appearance on earth, there was à general ex- 
pectation of the Meſſiah v, who was to effect a moſt 
aſtoniſhing change in the manners, fentiments, and re- 
ligious knowledge of mankind. Accordingly, the prin- 
ciples which he taught, of the perfections and provi- 
dence of God, of the nature and duties of man, and 
of a future ſtate of exiſtence, were ſuch as were un- 
known, even to the moſt celebrated writers of Greece 
and Rome; ſuch as naturally led to, and could not fail 
to produce, a great improvement in the human condi- 

tion. His doctrines, fo wiſely adapted for the inſtruc- 
tion of the world, and ſo admirably illuſtrated by his 
example, made a happy change in the temper, the 
condition, and the views of the primitive Chriſtians, 
From being ignorant, idolatrous +, ſenſual, and dif- 
folute, they became, on a ſudden, enlightened, pious, 
temperate, and virtuous, This wonderful change 1s 
expreſſed by the ſtrongeſt figures of ſpeech, as be- 
coming new men {,” and “ new creatures Q;” and 
as paſſing from © darkneſs to light I;“ from a life of 
ignorance and depravity, to religious knowledge, to 
moral ©4* goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and truth J.“ 

Now, though we enjoy the advantages of revelation, 
and have been inſtructed in thoſe principles of religion 
and virtue, which tend to improve our hearts, and to 
civilize our manners ; yet, let it never be forgotten, 
that every nation, unenlightened by Chriſtianity, has 
been, and ſtill continues to be, involved in deplorable 


* Luke ii. 25, 26. 38. Luke iii. 15. Mark xv. 43. John vii. 40, 47. 

+ Adds xvii. 16. 22—31. Rom. i. 22, 23. 4 Epb. ivz 24» 
8 2 Cor. v. 17. | Pet. ii. 9. N Eph. v. 9. 

| B 2 Ignorance 
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ignorance and ſuperſtition, and addicted to the moſt 
ſavage cuſtoms, and immoral practices. At Epheſus, 


for inſtance, where the magnificent temple of Diana 
once ſtood, and where vaſt numbers of devotees came 
to offer ſacrifice at her famous ſhrine *; and in Phe- 
nicia, where Aſhtaroth was worſhipped + ; we find 


that idolatry, and great diſſoluteneſs of manners, were 


prevalent. Hence the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, with 


peculiar force and propriety, reminded the Epheſians 
of that wretched ſtate of heatheniſm, irreligion, and 
vice, into which they had formerly been ſunk ; and of 


that glorious ſtate of knowledge, virtue, piety, and 


ſalvation ; of that ſpiritual peace, and thoſe eternal 
bleſſings, vouchſafed to them, and to us, by the good- 
neſs of God, and through the merits of a Saviour. 
Ne were formerly darkneſs; but now ye are light in 


„the Lord: Walk as children of light 1. 


Let us, 


I. Conſider ſome of the doctrines, which Chriſtianity 
has revealed. The Chriſtian religion teaches us, that 


Acts xix. 24—28. 35. Eph. iv. 17—19, and Eph. ii. 13. 

+ Judges ii. 13. Judges x. 6. 1 Kings xi. 33;  - 

t The Eleuſinian or other heathen myſteries, which were here 
probably alluded to, ſeem to have depraved the morals of the in- 
itiated, and were communicated under the ſuſpicious colour of ſe- 
crecy ; hence they are juſtly termed, in verſe 11, © works of dark- 
< neſs.” But the doctrines of Chriſtianity have an oppoſite ten- 
dency : they enlighten our minde, mehorate our manners, and give 
us the higheſt ideas of the nature, the perfections, and the govern- 
ment, of the Deity. Bechave, then, as perſons enlightened by Chrifti- 
aniſy: Let your principles appear, by the putity aud luſtre of your lives. 


all 


1 

all things were originally created, and are ſtil} governed, 
by that gracious and holy Being whom we adore *, and 
who is poſſeſſed of infinite knowledge +, power },'wiſ- 
dom &, and goodneſs ||. It gives a moſt amiable and 
ſublime deſcription of all his perfections, but eſpecially 
of his goodneſs; of which there is the moſt tranſcendent 
diſplay. The beneficence of God is indeed diffuſed 
over all his works J. You may trace it in the produc- 
tions of nature, in the ſtructure of the univerſe, in the 
government of the world ; but, above all, in the re- 
demption of mankind by Jeſus Chriſt **. 

The great deſign of Chriſtianity is, confeſſedly, to 
recover and redeem the human race from a ſtate of 
moral depravity ; and to prepare them, by a renova- 
tion and progreſſive improvement of their nature here, 
for a higher and more perfect ſtate of exiſtence here- 
after ++. 

| To effect this purpoſe, ſo worthy of God, and ſo 
beneficial to man, our, Lord came and diſpelled the 
clouds of ignorance and error {7 ; taught the moſt 
beneficial doctrines; and explained on what terms we 
may hope for pardon and eternal life &, and by what 
means our moral improvement may be promoted, and 
our final happineſs ſecured. 


+ Gen. i. 1. Acts xiv. 15—17. Pal. cii. 25 — 27. 

+ Prov. xv. 3. Pſal. cxxxix, 1-12. Jer. xxiii. 24. 

+ 1 Chron. xxix. 11. + $3 Tak 3,-325 

I} Pal. ciii. 11—17. James i. 17. q Pal. cxlv. 9. 15—79. 

** John ili. 16, 17. i Luke xix. 10. Rom. iii. 23. 
Gal. iv. 4, 5. Col. i. 13. 1 Pet. i. 3—5. 

1: Acts xxvi. 18; and iii. 26. $$ Acts if, 191 and x. 43. 
Matth. xix. 16—21, 
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He came alſo for another great end: to render the 
exerciſe of mercy conſiſtent with the other attributes of 
the Deity z; to make atonement for fin ; and thereby to 
waſh away the ſtain of moral guilt *, Had our Lord's 
aſſumption of human nature been ſolely for inſtruction, 
a ſubordinate being might have anſwered all the pur- 
poſe. But the Scriptures aſſute us, that he came for 
a higher deſign, to which every buman being was in- 
adequate: be came to be * the propitiation for our 
« fins +.” Accordirgly, he is repreſented under two 
diſtin& and illuſtrious characters, as a Teacher, and as 
a Saviour, | | 

In order to make this appear, let it be obſerved, 
that gur religion, equally friendly to the intereſts of 
mankind, and to the wiſhes of enlightened reaſon, has 
clearly inſtructed us in thoſe great and important du- 
ties, which we owe to God, to our fellow-creatures, 
and to ourſelves. We are called upon, by the moſt 
powerful motives, to attend to its doctrines and pre- 
cepts, and to endeavour, at all times, to regulate out 
lives by the pure and benevolent principles which it 
0 inculcates 4. 

Let it alſo be obſerved, that, to the devout mind, 

Chriſtianity appears to be a ſtupendous diſpenſation of 
| mercy, gradually revealed, and ultimately terminating 
| in the redemption of the world &. As the wages of 
| * ſin is death,” ſo it ſhews, that * the gift of God is 
e eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ||.” It 
| inculcates love to our Creator J; faith in our Re- 


* 2 Cor. v. 21, Matt. i. 21. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 

li + 1 John ii. 2. Rom, iti. 25. t Rom. ii. 9—r7. 

$ 1 John iv. 9, 10. {| Rom. vi. 23. © Matt. xxii. 37. 
deeiner ; 
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deemer *; and an habitual dependence. on the influ- 
ence of God's Holy Spirit +. It fornis-our minds to 
gratitude, humility, and devotion. 

With this view, it has given us a conciſe and com- 
prehenſive form of prayer , highly adapted to our 
wants, and proper to be uſed in all our addreſſes to the 
throne of grace and mercy. Every morning and even- 
ing we ſhould thank God for our exiſtence, our powers, 
and faculties; for all the bleſſings of this life, and all 
our hopes of a better. We ſhould implore his pardon 
for all our offences, and ſhould pray for his gracious 
aſſiſtance to enable us to diſcharge the ſeveral duties of 
our ſtation, We ſhould ſolicit the continuance of his 
mercy and protection, and beg of him to beſtow on us 
what is good, and to preſerve us from evil. —Amidft 
the various occupations of life, you have, all of you, 
time to offer up a ſhort prayer, or a flent ejaculation 
to him; and thus you may cultivate and preſerve a de- 
vout temper of mind 8; and live under an habitual 
ſenſe of the divine preſence and inſpection. This 
would guard you againſt vice; and would diſpoſe you 
to act with propriety in that ſtation, which Providence 
has wiſely affigned you ||. And, among other advan- 
tages, it would deter you from the impious practice, 
which ſome have, of curſing and ſwearing in common 
converſation J; or of ever Caring to uſe God's ſacred 
name, but with impreſſions of the moſt profound ves 
neration and awe.—Let God, then, be worſhipped in 


* 1 John iii. 23. Acts xvi. 30, 31. | 7 
+ Rom. viii. 26, 27. 1 Cor. xii. 4—6. t Matt. vi. 9-13. 
& Adds x. 1, 2. Col. iv. 2. Phil. iv. 6, 7. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 
1 Matt. v 3-37. James v. 12. e 
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all your families, and his name hallowed ; that is, ho- 
noured, revered. And, to cheriſh pious emotions, and 
to encourage your devotion, you need only be re- 


minded, that the Lord is nigh unto all that “ call 


% upon him; yea, all ſuch as call upon him in 
truth . 112 

Whoever attends to the excellence and ſingular na- 
ture of Chriſtianity, will perceive, that it is an aſtoniſn- 
ing diſplay of God's © eternal purpoſe +” for man's 
ſalvation, and that it is the nobleſt ſubje& of contem- 
plation, in which the human mind can be engaged. It 
elucidates and enforces the law of nature, and impreſſes 
us with the importance and neceſſity of revelation 4. 
From revelation alone we ſee the love of the Father, 
the interceſhon of the Son, and the influence of the 
Holy Spirit ö, all combining to effect the gracious 
plan of our redemption; though in a manner which, 
from our finite conceptions, we cannot thoroughly un- 
derſtand. For the comfort of thoſe, who feel the im- 
perfections and depravity of their nature, and earneſtly 
implort the Divine aſſiſtance, we are taught, that God's 
holy Spirit will illuminate their minds, invigorate their 
reſolutions, and aſſiſt their endeavours, in the conſci- 
entious diſcharge of all moral and religious duties. 
This doctrine, which Chriſtianity has clearly confirm- - 


ed ||, is our great conſolation amidſt the various diffi- 
cultics incident to a ſtate of trial. 


* 


* Pſal. cxlv. 18. James v. 16. f 2 Tim. i. 9, 10. 1 John v. 11. 

1 Rom. viii. 3. $. Dor. Ai. 14. 1 NK. 1/8. 
Eph. ii. 18. | ; 

{| John xiv. z6—19 ; xvi. 13. Luke xi. 13. Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
1 Cor. x. 13, Tit. iü. 5. Gal. v. 22, 23. 


Let 


1 

Let it be farther conſidered then, that the Goſpel is 
peculiarly calculated to afford proper encouragement 
and relief amidſt the external diſtreſſes, and internal 
ſorrows, of human nature. Though the offer of ſal- 
vation was indiſcriminately made by our Lord to all 
ranks of men, high and low, rich and poor; yet, as 
was predicted of him *, it was to the illiterate and in - 
digent he chiefly addreſſed his diſcourſes . Accord- 
ingly, Chriſtianity is particularly deſcribed as a diſ- 
penſation of“ glad tidings to the poor 1; to © the 
« poor in ſpirit 5,“ in external circumſtances, and in 
religious knowledge. And, what is a very material 
conſideration, it is evidently defigned to alleviate the 
burden of human woe, and to ſhew that God is diſ- 
poſed to help and relieve the diſtreſſed ||, 

It is well known, that, notwithſtanding all the recent 
diſcoveries of ſcience, the works of Nature are but 
imperfectly explored ; and their properties not ſuffici- 
ently inveſtigated, by the reſearches even of the moſt 
learned and inquiſitive philoſophers J.—In the fame 
manner, with reſpe& to ſome of the articles of the 
Chriſtian faith, it need not excite our wonder, that 
there ſhould alſo be myſteries, which are inſcrutable to 
human wiſdom, Nor, with the imperfect and limited 
faculties which we enjoy, can it be urged as an objec- 
tion to revelation, that we are unable to fathom “ the 
cc depths of the wiſdom and knowledge of the Moſt 


* Iſa. Ixi. 1. + Mat. xi. 25. 1 Cor. i. 26. James ii. 5. 

Luke iv. 18. Matt. v. 3. 

2 Cor. i. 3, 4. Pfal. x. 17, 18. Pal. xviii. 6. Pal. xx''. 4, 
5. 24; 26. Pal. Xxxiv. 6. 10. 179—19. Pſa. Ixviiie 5. Pfal. baxii. 12. 
Pſal. cii. 17. Pfal. cxlvi. 6—9. J Pla]. civ. 24, 25- 


« High; 
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cc Higb “; of him © who is, and who was, and 
© who is to come the Almighty +.” The fall 
of man—his redemption from ſin—the efficacy of our 
Lord's death and interceſſion the doctrine of repent- 
ance and remiſſion of fins —the influence of Divine 
grace—the rejection of the Jews for a time the ad- 
miſſion of the Gentiles into the Chriſtian church h— 
the reſurreion of the body—the immortality of the 
ſoul—and the certainty of a future and eternal ſtate of 
retribution : Theſe, theſe are the great and mo- 
mentous truths, which the Apoſtle might well call 
« the myſteries, which had been hid from ages and 
«© generations; but were then made manifeſt by the 
„ appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ||.” Theſe evan- 


gelical doctrines, which unaſſiſted reaſon could never 


bave diſcovered, are powerful motives to a religious 
life; their obvious tendency being, to promote reve- 
rence for the principles of the Chriſtian faith, and to 
enforce the duties of our reſpective flations, 

In proof of the divine religion which we profeſs, 
many {triking evidences might be adduced from pro- 
phecy J; from the accompliſhment of various remark- 
able events, which, through a long ſeries of ages, had 
been predicted, but which could not be foreſeen by the 
greateſt human ſagacity.—It may alſo be remarked, 
that the ſtupendous and well-atteſted miracles which 
our Lord wrought, and the power which he diſplayed, . 


+ Rom. xi. SY. + Rev. .. } Matt. xxi. 43. 

$ Plal.ii.8. John x. 16. Adds. xi. 18. Eph. iii. 5, 6. | 
II Col. 5. 26, 27. Eph. i. 9, 10. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 1 Cor. ii. 7. | 

« Luke Xiiv. 26, 27. 44—47- 


- 


In 
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in confirmation of his divine miſſion and character *, 
were the accompliſhment of thoſe predictions, which re- 
late to the birth +, the life 4, the doQtrines, the death &, 
the reſurrection, the functions of the Meſſiah; and to the 
beneficial tendency of his religion. But on theſe ſub- 
lime and extenſive ſubjects, though they be moſt plea- 
ſing and conſolatory to the human mind, we cannot 
enter at preſent. 

It ought, however, to be obſerved, that, amidſt the 
various predictions in the Old and New Teſtament, 
there are none, perhaps, which call for, and merit a 
more ſerious and devout attention, than thoſe that re- 
late to the Jews—to their diſperfion || ; their final re- 


* Luke iv. 16—2 1. John xx. 30, 31. John i. 48. Matt. Ni. 2—6, 

+ IIA. ix. 2. 6, 7. IIa. vii. 0 oc Matt. i. 18—25; 
John i. 14. | 

Compare here ſome of the e s-of the Old W 
with our Lord's hiſtory in the New. Compare Iſa, xxxv. 5, 6, with 
Luke vii. 19—23 ; Ia. xlii. 1—4, with Matt. xii. 14—21 ; Zech. ix. 
9, with Matt. xxi. 1=5, and John xii. 12-16 ; Pſal. Ixxvili. 2, with 
Matt. xlii. 24, 35; Ifa. xxvili. 16, and Pfal. cxviii. 22, with Matt. 
$xi, 40-44, Acts iv. 8-12, and 1 Pet. ii, 64-8. 


{ Compare Ifa. xl. 11, with John x. 11; Tech. xi. re, 13, with 
Matt. xxvii. 3—10; Zech. xii. 10, with John xix. 34. 373 Plal. xxii. 

1. 8. 16—18, with Matt. xxvit. 45. 43-35 3 Pſal. xli. 9. with Mark. 
Liv. 17—21, and John xiii. 18, 19; Ifa. liii, 3— 5, with Matt. viii. 
16, 17: If. liii. 7, with Matt. xxvil. 12. 14 ; Ifa. lit. 9, with Matt. 
XXVi1. 67—bo ; Iſa. liji. 12, with Mark xv. 27, 28 ; Iſa. 1. 6, with 
Matt. xxvi. 67 ; Pfal. Ixix. 21, with John xix. 28—30; Iſa. lin. 16, 
11, and Pſal. xvi. 10, with Acts ii. 24—32, and Acts xiti. 26—39 ; 
Pſal. Ixviii. 18, with Eph. iv. 7, 8; Pfal. cx. 1. 4, with Matt. xxil. 
41—46, and Heb. v. 5, 6. 


Jer. xxiv. 9. Deut. iv. 26, 27, Deut. xxviii. 28, 29. 33, 37. 


ſtoration 


(I 
ſtoration to Paleſtine, the Holy Land &; and their con- 


verfion to Chriſtianity T. Whoever will carefully ex- 
amine the prophecies relative to the Jews, as recorded, 


at different times, by the ſacred writers, and compare 


them with their political conſtitution, and civil hiſtory 
—ſtill a diſtin and ſeparate people—=Mtill in a ſtate of 
depreſſion and infidelity and ſtill adhering to their re- 
ligious inſtitutions, their laws and ceremonies, their 
Janguage, their cuſtoms, and their manners ; for many 
ages diſperſed over the whole face of the earth; with- 
out any form of civil polity, without any permanent 
eftabliſhment, and theit city, Jeruſalem, with the holy 
temple, totally deſtroyed 1: whoever, I fay, will care- 
fully and candidly compare the prophetic declarations, 
ſo clear, ſo expreſs, and fo exactly verified by ' paſt 
events, muſt be ſtruck. with reverence and amazement ; 
muſt have an incontrovertible proof of God's moral 
government of the world, and of the authenticity 'of 
Chriſtianity,” to which the Jews are to be converted; 
and muſt acknowledge, that nothing ever occurred i is 
the hiſtory of mankind, that can be compared to the 
wonderful events which have happened to that peculiar 
people, who were once the favourites of Heaven; and 
are ſtill reſerved to manifeſt the councils, the Juſtice, 
and the mercy, of the Moſt High. 


Zech. viii. 4—8. Ezek. xx. 33—44. Ezek. xxxiv. 11—16. 
28, 29. Ezek. xi. 16—20. xxxvi. 24—30. xxxvii. 1—14. 2128. 
Ezek. xxxvili. 14—23. and xxxix. I—7. 23—29. Jer. xxili. 3, 4. 7, 8. 

Kom. xi. 15. 25, 26. 2 Cor. iii. 14—16, Mal. i. 11. | 

: Hoſ. iii. 4. Micah. iii. 12. Matt. xxiii. 36-39; and Matt. 
XXiv. 1, 2. Luke xix. 41-44. Luke xxi. 24. 
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I might alſo take occaſion to remark, that the Arabs, 
as well as the Jews, are a ſtriking and living evidence 
of the veracity of the Old Teſtament. How aſtoniſhingly 
have the predictions, recorded in the patriarchal hiſ- 
tory, concerning Iſhmael, been verified in his poſ- 
terity, the wild and rapacious Arabs! © He will be a 
c wild man; his hand will be againſt every man, and 
c every man's hand againſt him *.“ 

But I ſhall only add, on the ſubject of prophecy, 
what is an animating conſideration to a benevolent 
mind, that the intercourſe already opened, and ſtill in- 
creaſing, between the different nations of the earth, 
and the conſequent diffuſion of knowledge, are pa- 
ving the way for the reception of Chriſtianity, and the 
civilization of mankind ; when “ all the kingdoms cf 
* this world ſhall become the kingdoms of Chriſt ;“ 
and “ all the kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip be- 
« fore him 7.” | 
Chriſtianity teaches, that there are angels and good 

ſpirits, who do God's will in heaven, and are “ miniſ- 
„ tring ſpirits to the heirs of ſalvation 8.“ And, it 
leaves us no room to doubt the exiſtence and agency 
of an infidious and malignant ſpirit, who ſeduced our 
firſt parents ||, and ſtill works, not only * in the chil- 
% dren of diſobedience J,“ but affails the minds even 
of good men, and 1s an enemy to their virtue and hap- 


* Gen. xvi. 12. See alſo Gen. xxi. 18. 20, 21. 

+ Rev. xi. 15. 1 Pal. xxii. 27. | 

$ Heb. i. 14. Matt. vi. 10. Matt. xviii. 10. Pſal. cit. 20. 
Luke i. 19. Dan, iii. 28. Rev. vii. 11, 

|| Gen. iii. 1—19. 2 Cor, xi. 3. 1 John iii. 8. Heb. ii. 14. 
Rev. xii. 9. Matt. xxv. 41. q Eph. ii. 2. 
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pineſs . From the fame unerring authority we 
learn, that the kingdom of “ darkneſs” is to maintain, 
for a while, a violent ſtruggle againſt the kingdom of 
ce light;“ but that the power and influence of Satan 
will gradually diminiſh, as the benevolent genius of 
Chriſtianity diſplays itſelf, and true religion pre- 
vails +. | | 

It is proper alſo to obſerve, that the goſpel teaches 
vs, not only to reſiſt the ſeductions of the devil 4, 
but to be aware of the temptations of the world 9, 
the contagion of bad company ||, and the evil pro- 
penſities of our own hearts J. Thus ſurrounded every 
where by dangers and difficulties, let us, from a due 
conſciouſneſs of our own weakneſs, earneſtly pray, that 
God would aſſiſt us in our paſſage through this life, 
and deliver us from the various ſnares and enemies 
which we have to encounter *. When we are about 
to leave the world, and all its delufive ſcenes, we 
ſhall ſee the vanity of thofe purſuits, which appear, 
at preſent, of ſuch vaſt importance; and of thoſe con- 
tentions, and animoſities, which ſo frequently diſquiet 
and embitter human life ++. 

As a matter of the moſt ſerious concern to us all, it 
is repeatedly and pointedly urged by the ſacred writers, 


that there is a day approaching, in which “ the 


* Matt. xiii. 19. 38. 309. Matt. iv. 1. 11. 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
+ Dan. vii. 13, 14. 27. Matt. xvi. 18. Rom. xvi. 20. Luke 
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„ heavens, being on fire, ſhall be diffolved, and the 
« elements ſhall melt with fervent heat *; when © the 
% dead, both ſmall and great, ſhall ſtand before the 
« tribunal of Chrift ;“ when the Son of Man, in- 
veſted with his Father's glory, ſhall come with his an- 
gels, and recompenſe every one according to his ac- 
tions 1; and when ** the wicked ſhall go into eternal 
« puniſhment : but the righteous into eternal life $.” 
Such grand and awful reprefentations, which the Scrip- 
tures give us, of the diffolution of the world, of a 
future judgment ||, and of man's final deſtination, 
are wiſely deſigned to prepare us for ſo tremendous a 
ſcene, by an habitual government of the heart, and re- 
gulation of the conduct. But, to the confideration of 
a future ſtate, a topic, of all others, the moſt inte- 
reſting to us, we ſhall again have occaſion to revert. 

Allow me, however, to call your thoughts here to 
an event, which is faſt approaching to us all, and will 
prove of the ſame effect with © the day of judgment.” 
Chriſtianity often reminds us of the ſhortneſs and un- 
certainry of lite IJ, of the inſtability of human events, 
and of that awful period, when we fhall enter into 
the valley of the ſhadow of death **,“ and ſhall be 
removed to another world ; where we ſhall be rewarded 
„ according to the deeds done in the body, whether 
„good or bad +.” This ſentiment, which the Chtiſ- 
tian revelation perpetually inculcates, and the voice of 


* 2 Per. ii. 10-14. + Rey. xx. 12. Rom. xiv. 10. 


Adds xvii. 30, 31. t Matt. xvi. 27. 
$ Matt. xxv. 46, Matt. xxv. 31—46. 
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nature loudly proclaims, cannot but touch every con- 


fiderate heart. How. careful ſhould it make you to 
guard againſt every vice; to cultivate every virtue; 


and to improve the time, which cannot be recalled ! 


Your fathers have anſwered the wiſe purpoſe of Pro- 
vidence in their creation, and are now laid in the 
duſt * ; and, when your time of trial is concluded, you 
will follow them. Watch, therefore; for in ſuch an 
hour as you think not, the Son of Man cometh +.” 

As this life is a ſtate of moral probation for fallen 
and degenerate creatures, it accounts for that mixture 
of happineſs and miſery, of virtue and vice, which pre- 
vails in the world; and for that imperfect and unequal 
diſtribution of good and evil, at which we are too apt 
to repine. You all know that God has entruſted us 
with various talents , and requires us to improve them 
by employing our time, our ſubſtance, our faculties, 
and our influence, in advancing his glory, and the 
happineſs of our fellow-creatures. . This is a point of 
fo much importance, and, it is to be feared, fo little 
regarded, that it may be proper, on this occaſion, to 
preſs it more particularly upon your attention. 

Were I to take a ſurvey of man, through the dif- 
ferent regions of the globe, and trace the various gra- 
dations of religious knowledge, from the total igno- 
rance of the mere ſavage, through a gradual progreſ- 
fion, to the African, the Indian, and the Mahometan, 
till we aſcend, at laſt, to the enlightened Chriſtian, 
enjoying the bleſſings of revelation, and of civilized 


* Zecb. i. 5, 6. + Matt. xxiv. 42. 44» 
$ Matt, xxv. 14—30- 2 Cor, viu. 12. 
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life, you would be deeply impreſſed with the ſuperior 
excellence of Chriſtianity, which has conveyed the 
moſt important information to man; and has intro- 
duced the moſt beneficial changes into the ftate of 
lociety. 

While the untutored Indians live in ignorance of the 
great doctrines of religion, and have only the dictates 
of uncultivated reaſon, and the ſuggeſtions of natural 
conſcience, to regulate their conduct, you, my bre- 
thren, enjoy peculiar bleſſings, both civil and religi- 
ous, for which you muſt be accountable. Enlightened 
by the principles of Chriſtianity, and animated with 
the hopes of future exiſtence, you have daily oppor- 
tunities of improving in piety and virtue, and are en- 
abled to perform all thoſe great and effential duties, 
which your various ſtations and occupations in life 
require. Let your light,” then, ** fo ſhine before 
* men, that they may ſee your good works, and glo- 
“ rify your Father, who is in heaven *.“ Though 
this ſcriptural injunction be particularly applicable to 
thoſe, who are raiſed to eminent ſituations, and whoſe 
ſphere of duty, and of uſefulneſs, is proportionably 
increaſed ; yet the influence of every man's example is 
much greater than perhaps may be imagined, Ir is true, 
moſt of you are in humble ſtations, and cannot make great 
progreſs in the purſuits of ſcience, or the acquiſition of 
knowledge; but, amidſt the common incidents of life, 
you ſhould remember, that you may all be mild and 
peaceable, forgiving and obliging, inoffenſive and pure 
in heart. God has made you, no leſs than the rich 
and the great , ſuſceptible of virtue, of te comforts 


* Matt. v. 16, + Prov, xxii. 2, 
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of ſociety, and of the pleaſures of devotion. He has 
beſtowed on you the ſame freedom of action, and of 
ſentiment; the ſame light of reaſon, the ſame ſenſe of 
rectitude, the ſame hope of heaven. And he has 
bleſſed you with health of body, peace of mind, do- 
meſtic harmony, and that ſhare of religious knowledge, 
which may ſupport you through a laborious life, and 
conduct you to a better world. 

Though a diſtinction of rank is effential to the ex- 
iſtence of ſociety, yet, let it ever be remembered, that 
you are all equally reſponſible to Providence for the 
bleſſings you enjoy; that the Governor of the world is 
attentive to the part you are now acting; and that the 
condition of the virtuous peaſant, or induſtrious me- 
chanic, is more reſpectable, and more happy, than 
that of the man, however wealthy, or however elevated 
his ſtation, who is enſlayed to ſenſual appetites and 
criminal luxury, and inattentive to religious and mo- 
ral obligation *, By frugal induftry, peaceable 
manners, conjugal fidelity, and the influence of re- 
ligion, you and jour families live contented and happy 
in your cot ges, and are uſcful in the world; but, you 
may be aff..r.d, that this would be far from being the 
caſe, it you neglected the proper dutics of your ſtation, 
if you degraded your nature by immoral practices, and 
it jou were ro humble, benevolent, and upright, in 
private ſife, Ever, then, cultivate innocence, virtu- 
ous “ fiinplicity” of manners, and © godly fince- 
« rity g;“ and guard againſt drunkenneſs J, ſourneſs 


* Ifa. lvii. 20, 21. Ifa. xxxii. 17. Mark x. 24, 25. Luke xvi, 
19—25. + 2 Cor. i. 12. | 
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of temper, and party-diſputes. Refhember, that Chriſ- 
tianity inculcates ſupreme love for God “, and cheer- 
ful contentment with your lot ; reprefſes undue ſoli- 
citude reſpecting earthly treaſures { ; and directs you 
to aſpire after the ſplendours of another world, de- 
ſigned for you in the realms of eternal © light” and 
peace d. 

In conſidering the doctrines of Chriſtianity, it can- 
not but occur, that, in the Moſaic ritual, the Hebrew 
believer was burdened with a multiplicity of rites and 
ceremonies, But the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, that 
laſt and moſt perfe& revelation of the divine will, has 
introduced a more rational, ſublime, and ſpiritual mode 
of worſhip ||. Our Lord has inſtituted only two 
ſimple and ſolemn ofdinances, which are extremely 
fignificant, and highly proper to repreſent ſome of 
the great truths of the Chriſtian faith. By baptiſm, 
we are admitted into the church of Chriſt ; and by 
ſprinkling the body with water is emblematically repre- 
ſented that cleanſing of the ſoul from vice, that rege- 
neration or change of nature, and that purity of heart 
and life, without which, our Chriſtian profeſſion will 
be of no avail J. And, by the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, under the familiar but expreſſive ſym- 
bols of bread and wine, we are reminded of the death 
of Chriſt, and of the benefits which reſult from it; we 
ſee the moral turpitude of ſin; and are impreſſed 


* Luke x. 27. + 1 Tim. vi. 6—8. Heb. xiii. 5. 
Matt. vi. 19—21, and 24—34. 1 Pet. v. 7. John. vi. 27. 
$ Col. iii. 1, 2. John i. 27. Heb. vili. 6. 
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with a deep ſenſe df the divine ener in our re. 
demption *. | 

On this ſubject you require ace 2dmonition. 
* As oft as ye cat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
* ſhew forth the Lord's death till he come +.” The 
word oft clearly implies frequency; a conſtant habit of 
partaking of the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, when- 
ever you have an opportunity, The participation of 
this ordinance has been the uniform, uninterrupted-prac- 
tice of Chriſtians, of all ranks, from the Apoſtolic 'age 
down to the preſent day; and this cuſtom will no doubt 
continue till the end of time. For it has a tendency to 
produce ſentiments of contrition for paſt offences; piety 
to God; gratitude to our Redeemer ; and charity and 
forgiveneſs towards all men. It is a grateful acknow- 
ledgment to God for all his mercies, but. 'eſpecially 
For effeAing the ſalvation of the world by the death of 
his Son. It is a public avowal before our Maker, to 
our own conſeiences, and in the fight of man, that we 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Meſſiah, who was to 
<6 come into/the world 7.” —You are bound by duty, 
by gratitude, and by " ſetf-nhdereſt, to commemorate 
our Lord's death; and l hope that theſe powerful con- 
ſiderations will excite you to attend to this ſubject 
with unprejudiced minds; will guard you, for the fu- 
ture, againſt groſs miſconceptions of the nature and 
deſign of this divine inſtitution, and againſt an habitual 
neglect of ſo clear, and fo poſitive an injunction of our 
religion; and, in ſhort, will induce you, in the ſpirit 


Matt. xvi. 26—28. Luke xxii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 23—25 · 
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of piety, and of benevolence, to partake of this ſacra- 
ment, whenever it is adminiſtered. 

In all our approaches to the throne of God, we are 
now taught, that it is the temper and diſpofition of the 
mind, and not our external circumſtances, which he 
regards &; and that true religion conſiſts, not in ſaeri- 
fices, which were, in their own nature, inefficacious to 
waſh away the ſtains of moral guilt +; but in a pure 
and pious heart ; or, to uſe the language of the pro- 
phet, in “ doing juſtly, loving mercy, and walking 
„ humbly with our God 8.“ The High and Lofty 
© One, who inhabiteth eternity, dwelleth alſo with 
* him, that is of an humble and contrite ſpirit ||.” 
The prayer of the upright is his delight J.“ 
Through the merits and interceſſion of the Meſſiah, it 
“ cometh before him as incenſe ; and the lifting up of 
e the hands, as the evening ſacrifice **.“ 

Here it deſerves our particular notice, that, in theſe 
words, there is an obvious alluſion to the daily ſacri- 
fices preſcribed by the law of Moſes. Indeed, unleſs 
we have ſome knowledge of the inſtituted means of 
« drawing near to God,” under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, 
and of the various victims, , feſtivals, rites, and cere- 
monies, which it enjoined, it is impoſſible to ſee the 
beauty, or even to underſtand the meaning, of many im- 
portant paſlages in the Bible: and particularly in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, where a compariſon is drawn 
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between the Law and the Goſpel; and in other parts 
of the New Teſtament, where the“ ſpiritual ſacri- 
*« fices” of adoration, prayer, and praiſe, are required, 
as acceptable to God through Jeſus Chriſt *.” 

We find that ſacrifices have been offered in divine 
worſhip from the earlieſt times 1, and have conſtituted 
part of the religious obſervances of almoſt all nations, 
however remote and unconnected with each other. 
But they feem not to have been rightly underſtood 
among the Heathens . On the contrary, it plainly 
appears from hiſtory, that they perverted the minds of 
the people, and turned them from purity of heart, and 
ſublimity of devotion, to the external and ceremonious 
part of worſhip ; ſubſtituting the form for the ſub- 


* 1 Pet. ii. 85. Matt. v. 23, 24. Heb. xiu. 16, 

+ Gen. iv. 4, compared with Heb. xi. 4; Gen, xxviii. 20—22 

t The claſſical fcholzr needs not be informed, that, among the 
Pagans, ſacrifices were not offered to God, to that unoriginated, 
eternal, immntable, and infinitely perfect Being, the Creator and 
Ruler of the univerſe, of whom they were ignorant; nor did they 
worſhip that apoſtate angel, who is termed in Scripture, the devil, 
the adverſary, the evil one, the prince of the power of the air, the god of 
this world, According to the maxims of their theology, their de- 
votions were addreſſed to demon; that is, to the ghoſts or ſpirits of 
men deceaſed, whether good or bad; to beings whom, in conſe- 
quence of their uſeful inventions or great achievements, ignorance 
and ſuperſtition had deified after their death, but who were far 
fubordinate to the ſupreme Object of adoration, This illuſtrates a 
noted paffage of the Apoſtle Paul, who aftirms, 1 Cor. x. 20, that 
*© the things which the Gentiles facritice, they ſacrifice to demons, 
& J24nones, and not to God,” Hence that worſhip, which was 
originally addrefled, and is only due, to the Supreme Being, was 
gradually transferred to the luminaries of heaven, and ultimately 
to the ſymbolical figures, and hieroglyphic repreſentations of heu- 
then divinities, which became the objects of popular adoration, and 


proved an inexhauſtible fund of mythological fidtions. 
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ſtance of religion; giving degrading ideas of the 
Deity, and producing a correſponding corruption of 
manners. W 
Among the Jews; however, they were better under- 
ſtood, being offered to the true God, and explained 
by their Prophets and Teachers. They ſeem originally 
to have been either appointed, or permitted by Provi- 
dence, partly as an act of thankſgiving and acknow- 
ledgment from man, that all the good things he en= 
joyed were the gifts of his Creator: but principally to 
point out and prefigure that great atonement which 
Chriſt was afterwards to make for the ſins of man- 
kind. In an illiterate age, and among the Jews, a 
people prone to idolatry, and accuſtomed to a wor- 
ſhip of great and ſplendid ceremonies, ſacrifices were 
' doubtleſs intended to inſpire men with ſentiments of 
gratitude and reverence for the Maker of heaven and 
earth; and to promote ſanity of heart and life . 
They conſiſted of three kinds, euchariſtical, propiti- 
atory, and expiatory : it may be uſeful to explain 
them to you. Euchariſtical ſacrifices were offered to 
God in the fervour of devotion, and were deſigned to 
expreſs gratitude and praiſe, for benefits already re- 
ceived, Thus, when Noah quitted the ark, in which 
he and his family were ſaved from the deluge, *<* he 
© built an altar unto the Lord; and, taking of every 
« clean beaſt, and of every clean fowl, he offered 
c burnt-offerings on the altar.” And, as thoſe obla- 
tions were offered with a cheerful and erateful mind, 
we are told that God was pleaſed with this proof of his 
gratitude and piety .in the ſame manner, propiti- 
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atory ſacrifices were deſigned, either to implore the 
continuance of the divine bleſſing, or to avert the di- 
vine wrath, We have a ftriking inſtance of this ſort, 
at the dedication of Solomon's temple, when, with pe- 
culiar ſolemnity, © the king and all the people offered 
5 facrifices before the Lord,” with a view of invoking, 
his favour, and of impreſſing their minds with ſenti- 
ments of gratitude, love, and devotion, to the ſupreme 
Object of all worſhip *. 

And, in the method of making atonement for fin, 
according to the law of Moſes, we ſee the nature and 
de ſign of expiatory ſacrifices . With the deepeſt con- 
trition did the Hebrew worſhipper here acknowledge 
his imperfections and guilt, deprecate God's wrath, 
and confeſs that he deſerved the death, which was to 
be inflicted on the victim. Expiatory ſacrifices con- 
ſiſted of the offerings of animals, which, by the ap- 
pointment of Heaven, were acceptable for appeaſing 
the wrath of God, and for obtaining his pardon and 
mercy, when accompanied with penitence, through 
faich in the future Sacrifice of the Meſſiah, to which 
all the ſacrifices from the fall bore a reference f. 
Hence the Paſſover, the moſt diſtinguiſhed of the 
Jewiſh feſtivals, and at firſt inſtitured to commemorate 
the deliverance of the Iſraelites from Egyptian bond- 
age &, was deſigned alſo by Providence to be typical 
of the death of Chriſt ||; and to ſhew that, “ with- 
out ſhedding of blood, there was to be no remiſ- 
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© ſion of fins *. On the great day of atonement, this 
ſolemn feſtival was to be celebrated annually among 
the Jews, until the time of our Lord's crucifixion ; 
when, by the Sacrifice of himſelf once offered, for the 
expiation of human guilt, ſacrifices, having accom- 
pliſhed their end, were for ever aboliſhed +. 

We know from Scripture, that the ſacrifices, inſti- 
tuted in the Jewiſh church, were principally intended 
to prepare the world for the reception of the peculiar 
doctrines of Chriſtianity ; to prefigure the death of 
Chriſt ; and to ſhew the efficacy of that great Sacri- 
fice, in procuring the redemption of mankind, Hence, 
our Saviour is frequently called © the Lamb of God ;“ 
** the Lamb ſlain,” in effect, © from the foundation of 
„„the world C.”” © Ye were not redeemed,” ſays St. 
Peter, „with corruptible things but with the pre- 
* cious blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb, without ble- 
© miſh, and without ſpot——that your faith and hope 
{© might be in God ||.” The redemption of the world 
by Jeſus Chriſt, is that grand and extenſive plan of 
Providence, which runs through the. whole Bible. Of 
this ſacred doctrine, which the“ light” of Nature had 
imperfectly ſuggeſted, we have many obvious traces, 
and ſignificant alluſions in the Old Teſtament I; and 


it is moſt clearly revealed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


# Heb. ix, 2. + Heb. ix. 26. x. 10. 13. 14. 
t John i. 29. $ Rev. xiii. 8. 
Gen. iii. 15. Gen. xxit. 18. Gen. xlix. 10. Deut. xvill. 15. 


Pal. Ixxii. 17—19. Ifa. xl. 1,2.9. 11. IIA. xli. 6, 7. Ifa. xlix. 6. 


Ifa, li. 7. I. lili. 4—6. Ifa. Ixi, i—3. Jer. xxili. 5, 6. Dan. 
vii. 12, 14. Dan. ix. 24—27. Hag. ii, 7. 9. Zech. xili. I &c. &c. 
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in the New *; where it is conſtantly inculcated, that 
there is one Mediator between God and man +,” by 
whoſe death and interceſſion our ſincere, though im- 
perfect ſervices will be accepted. Through him, 
« therefore, let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to 
« God ;“ ever remembering, that God requires a 
religious mind, and that the beſt ſacrifice, which we 
can offer to our Maker, is a pious and virtuous life 8. 

To promote the intereſts of Chriſtianity, and of civil 
ſociety, and to improve the energy of the mind, the 
Scriptures farther inſtru us, that, while you are to be 
employed fix days in diſcharging the arduous duties 
of your ſtation, you are to devote the ſeventh to the 
worſhip and ſervice of Almighty God; and to the 
acquiſition of thoſe moral and religious truths, which 
raiſe in the heart a due veneration for the Deity, and 
will beſt fortify you againſt thoſe looſe principles, and 
vicious practices, which ſo much prevail. 

It will be admitted, by every ſerious and well. in- 
formed mind, that all the knowledge, which the la- 
bouring claſſes of the people have of God and religion, 
may principally be attributed to the wiſe and humane 
inſtitution of the Sabbath, to thoſe occaſional ceſſations 
from the toils of life, which God has, in great mercy, 
enjoined ; and that their civilization, their improve- 
ment, and chief comfort, may be traced to the bleſſed 
opportunities, which they thereby enjoy, of comparing 


* John xiv. 6. Luke xxiv. 45—47. Adds iv. 12. Acts xiiie 38, 39. 
Eph. i. 7. Eph. v. 2. Col. i. 13, 14. Heb. vii. 25. 1 Tim. i. 15. 
1 John ii. 1, 2. 1 John iii. 5. 8. 1 Pet. ii. 24. Tit. ii. 14. &c. &c. 

+ 1 Tim. ii. 5. 1 Heb. xiii. 15, 

$ Pal. li. 17. Rom, xii. 1, 
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their actions with the rules preſcribed in the Bible; of 
contemplating the works of Creation and Redemption; 
of withdrawing their attention from the buſineſs and 
cares of life; of reflecting on a future ſtate of ex- 
iſtence; and of improving their nature, in order to 
be rendered © meet for the inheritance of the laints 
« in light *.“ * Remember,” therefore, the 
% Sabbath day to keep it holy +.” Remember, 
that the ſacred truths, which are then inculcated, are 
admirably calculated to promote piety, benevolence, 
and contentment, among the various ranks of ſociety; 
that they afford the greateſt comfort in proſperity, as 
well as under the unavoidable afflictions of life 4; and 
that they will never fail, through the Divine blefling, 
to make a laſting impreſſion on thoſe, whoſe minds are 
not pre-Occupied with other and Jeſs important ob- 
jets, In an age, in which every method is employed 
to propagate doctrines ſubverfive of the peace of ſo- 
ciety, and even to make men believe, that there is no 
God, no Providence, and no future ſtate, you ought 
to be thankful, that you and your children are taught 
thoſe great doctrines and duties of the Goſpel, which 
tend to counteract ſuch pernicious and gloomy princt- 
ples; and that you are bleſſed with that religious in- 
formation, which may make you © wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion $.”—I beſeech you then, never, under any pre- 
tence, mis-{pend that moſt precious portion of your time 
in intemperance and vice, in idle amuſements, in con- 
vivial meetings, or in the purſuits of worldly gain ||. 


% 


* Col. i. 12. Ezek. xx. 12. + Exod, xx. 8. 
+ Matt. xi. 28-—30. $ 2 Tim. ni. 15. 
[} Ifa, lviii. 13, 14. 
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As a further inducement to maintain ſteady and con- 
ſiſtent characters, it may not be uſeleſs here to add, 
that, wherever the genuine doctrines of Chriſtianity 
are neglected, that neglect will produce impiety, diſ- 
honeſty, and diſſoluteneſs of manners. But, if the eſ- 
ſential principles of religion and morality are incul- 
cated and imbibed, the gloom of ignorance will be 
gradually diſpelled ; the love of truth, of virtue, and 
of devotion, will increaſe ; liberal and uteful arts will 
be cultivated and advanced; and a further reformation 
in the manners, the views, and the morals of mankind, 
will take place. Deeply is it to be lamented, that 
many of the lower ranks of ſociety flill continue in 
groſs ignorance ; it is, however, to be hoped, that a 
time will come, when Parochial Schools will be efta- 
bliſhed, and proper means uſed, to diſſeminate, more 
effectually, the principles and the practice of piety, 


probity, benevolence, and ſobriety, among the riſing 


generation, In the mean time, it is earneſtly recom- 
mended to you, as you value your children's happineſs, 
to uſe your utmoſt efforts to give them ſuch a degree 
of knowledge, and eſpecially of religious knowledge, as 
will tend to check the progreſs of ignorance and im- 
morality z will qualify them for fulfilling the duties of 
their ſtation &; and will prove a great comfort to you 
in the decline of life, 

From this general view of the fundamental articles 
of our Chriſtian belief, you will be able to underſtand, 
that the merciful intention of our Lord's miffion was, 
to enlighten the underſtanding, and improve the heart ; 


* Prov. xxii. 6. 


to 
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to give us juſt notions of God's providence, and moral 
government ; to reclaim us from vice, and its fatal 
conſequences; to teach us for what important -pur- 
poles we were {ent into the world; to unfold the myſ- 


teries of redemption, the nature and laws of his king- 


dom, and the cauſes and conſequences of his ſufferings 
and death *; to explain to us how we may obtain the 
pardon of fin, and the. ineſtimable gift of eternal life 
and 1 and, at laſt, to die for the al vation of 
mankind +. Nn 
2 3 1 that enplaing to us the nature of 
God and man; that opens to us the great plan of Pro- 
videnee in the adminiſt ration of the world; that ren- 
ders the duties of religion more eaſy , and obvious to 
the loweſt capacity; that diſpels the clouds of “ dark- 
**, neſs” and error, in which human nature was enve- 
loped; and that exhibits © the riches both of the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of God ;“ I ſay, ſuch a revela- 
tio muſt be highly uſeful and beneficial to us. , 
Now, from all this it follows, that the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, from their peculiar importance and ſub- 
limity, claim your moſt ſerious regard. But, for far- 
ther information about them, let me again intreat you, 
Whatever may be your rank in life, to go regularly, 
every Sunday, to the place appropriated to divine wor- 
ſhip ; to attend to thoſe ſolemn calls to devotion, and 


* Matt. xvi. 21. Matt. xvii. 22. 23. Matt. xx. 17—19. 28. 
Matt. xvi. 28. Mark ix. 9, 10. Mark xiv. 24 Luke ix. 30, 31. 
John iii. 14, 15. John xui. 8. 
+ 1 Cor. xv. 3. 2 Cor. v. 13. 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
} 1 John v. 3. $ Rom. xi. 33. 
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religious inſtruction * and to ſtudy to be among the 
number of thoſe devout Chrittians, who, as our Sa- 
viour terms it, in “ an honeſt and good heart, having 
„ heard the word, retain it, and bring torth fruit- with 
« perfeverance +.” | £2197 

And let me earneſtly recommend, on that ſacred 
day, a careful peruſal of your Bible, and eſpecially of 
the New Teſtament, On all oecaſions adhere to it as 
the grand rule, which ſhould form your Chriſtian faith, 
and regulate your practice. Read it with ſerious and 
candid minds 4, and thereby endeavour to imbibe the 
_ Fpirir of genuine piety. This will gradually inſtil into 
your hearts the love of God, and the love of man $. 
It will effectually guard you againſt a deſperate undon- 
cern about your future ſlate; and will not only in- 
ereafe your religious knowledge, but prove to you a 
ſource of joy, of hope, and of confolation.- Huv- 
ing now ſhewn ſome of the principal doctrines of 
nn let us, next, 


II. Conſider ſome of the practical duties which it 
ehJoins ; and which cannot fail to carry irreſiſtible con- 
vctiem to an unprejudiced mind. And firſt: if we 
examine the moral precepts of the Goſpel, we hall 
And, that they contain a ſyſtem of the moſt pure, the 
moſt ſublime, and the moſt perfect morality, which 
can be conceived. Indeed, no precept can be found 
in the New Teſtament, that is not adapted to our pro- 
greſſive improvement and final happineſs, and condu- 


* Heb. x. 256, Deut. ki. 12. Mats, avi 20. James i. 23. 
Pal. v. 7. + Luke viii. 15. John v. 39. 
Matt. xxii. 3740. 1 John iv. 21. 
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cive to the moſt important intereſts of ſociety, They 
all breathe that heavenly ſpirit of univerſal benevo- 
lence, by which the Chriſtian temper may be diſtin- 
guiſhed, T hey are perfectly conſonant to the beſt ſen- 
timents of human nature; and, were we all regulated 
in our conduct, as we ought to be, by the laws of 
Chriſtianity, many of the troubles of life would be re- 
moved; and this world would become a comfortable 
p1ſtag to a better. In confirmation of theſe remarks, 
we are to obſerve, that Chriſtianity teaches us, that 
we are all the off-pring of the ſame Heavenly Parent, 
and therefore commands us, © as ze have opportunity, 
e to do good unto all men *,“ whatever may be their 
religion, their rank, or their country. 

Further: let us conſider the beneficial tendency cf 
our religion to promote the intereſt, the order, and the 
peace of ſociety. ** Do to others, whatever you might 
« reaſmably expect them, in like circumſtances, to do to 
*& you +.” This is the ſacred law which it gives you, 
to direct your daily conduct, in all your intercourſe 
with your fellow- creatures. Now, this evangelical 
principle, deeply impreſſed on the mind, will prompt 
you, at all times, to alleviate the affliftions,. and to 
promote the happineſs, of mankind, Ir will guard the 


rich againſt tyranny and oppreſfivn; and the poor 
againſt turbulence and diſcontent. It ſtimulates men 


to virtuous induſtry, and warns them againſt that 
pride and inlolence, that idleneſs and diſhoneſty 4, 
thoſe civil diſſenſions and inteſtine commotions, which 


* Gal. vi. 10, + Matt. vii. 12. Luke vi. 31. 
f Prov. xi. 1. Prov. xx. 10. 
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are the ſource of ſo many crimes, and of ſo much 
miſery *. . | 
In the next place, with a view to render mankind 
virtuous and happy, the Chriſtian religion enjoins ve- 
racity in our words, honeſty in our dealings, and ad- 
herence to our promiſes. It exhorts us, to put away 
« al] bitterneſs, wrath, anger, clamour, evil-ſpeaking, 
and malice + ;” and, inſtead of theſe malignant 
paffions, which diſturb our peace, it recommends 
cc mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, 
c“ forbearance, brotherly affection, and charity 1.“ It 
is likewiſe deſigned to influence and direct our general 
conduct; it teaches that, even in the moſt common 
actions of our lives, „ whether we eat or drink, or 
c whatever we do,” we are to do all in ſuch a manner 
as may tend © to the glory of God 8.“ It particularly 
impreſſes our hearts with the neceſſity of benignity, of 
true Chriſtian love, that bond of perfection ||,” with- 
out which we are told, that all our endowments, whe- 
ther of body or of mind, are, in the ſight of God, of 
no value J. And it ſhews us, what Chriſtians ſhould 
never forget, that diverſities of opinion, in religious 
ſentiments, or in modes of worſhip, ſhould not be the 
cauſe of intolerance, perſecution, or alienation of affec- 
tion **; and that, although we may not all join in the 
ſame religious ſervice, yet we ſhould all unite in mu- 
tual ſorbearance, and in the ſame Chriſtian charity. 


* Matt. xii. 25. + Eph. iv. 31. t Col. iii. 12—14, 

$ 1 Cor. x. zi. Col. iii. 17. Col. iii. 14. | 

Matt. vi. 14, 15. See ailo St, Paul's incomparable deſcrip- 
tion cf benignity, 1 Cor. xiil, 

Luke ix. 54—56, Rom. xiv. 4, Matt, xiii. 29, 30. 
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Theſe great principles of religion have had conſider- 
able influence on the laws and cuſtoms, the minds and 
manners, of thoſe nations, who have received them ; 
they have rendered them more mild and merciful, and 
have even mitigated the natural calamities of war. We 
may eaſily trace their bleſſed effects, in treating cap- 
tives with humanity ; in gradually aboliſhing ſlavery ; 
in promoting civilization, good government“, and uſe- 
ful knowledge; and in eſtabliſhing many excellent cha- 
rities, for the inſtruction of the ignorant, and the relief 
of the indigent. If the time would admit, we might 
expatiate on theſe topics, with peculiar pleaſure. But 
it may be only neceſſary to remark, that the principles 
of Chriſtianity, by their mildneſs and humanity, have, 
in ſome meaſure, ſoftened and corrected that ferocity of 


temper and degeneracy of morals, which are the effects 


of ignorance and irreligion ; and have already diffuſed, 
among the moſt enlightened and civilized nations, a 
benevolence of heart, a gentleneſs of manners, and a 
regard to the rights of humanity, totally unknown be- 
fore the promulgation of the Goſpel. Baniſh theſe 
Chriſtian principles from the world, and the greateſt 


miſery and diſorder would inevitably enſue; but, as 


they prevail, they advance the peace and comfort of 
ſociety, and bring forward that happy period, which 
ſhould be the ſubject of our daily prayers, ** when na- 
* tion ſhall not lift up their ſword againſt nation, nor 
* ſhall learn war any more ;“ when “ the earth fhall 
* be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
“cover the ſea 4.“ | 


* 1 Pet. ii. 13— 17. Mark xii. 1317. 
+ lia. ii. 4. t Iſa. xi. 9. 
D And 
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And here it may not be improper to obſerve, that, 
to the benevolent ſpirit of the Goſpel, you whom J 
am more particularly addreſſing, may attribute the in- 
ſtitution and flouriſhing ſtate of your Friendly Socie- 
ties, ſo honourable to your characters, and by which 
your condition is ſo conſiderably improved. Now, it 
always affords me great ſatisfaction to obſerve your 
prudence, and your philanthropy, in thus appropri- 
l | ating a certain portion of your earnings to the comfort 
i and relief of the ſick, of the lame, and of the aged 

| | members of your ſociety ; and in making a proper pro- 
bs viſion, while you are young, and in health, to ſecure 
74 yourſelves and your families from the painful humili- 

p ation of a pariſh-maintenance x. And, I am perſuaded 
that, while ſome are indolent , improvident, and 
[! fraudulent, and thereby bring a diſgrace on themſelves, 
4 and on their relations, you all feel a peculiar pleaſure 
. in carrying your contributions to the fund of the So- 
— ciety ; in affording relief to the honeſt, the unfortunate, 
and the helpleſs ; and thereby in ſupporting an inde- 

pendence of ſpirit, and a benevolence of nature, which 
you ſhould ever maintain. If Providence continue to 
bleis you with health and employment, you will feel 
grateſul to him, that you have not required any relief; 
and, if any of you ſhould linger long on a bed of ſick- | 
neſs; and be incapacitated by diſeaſe, or debilitated by 
age, it will be a great alleviation of his affliction to 
know, that he and his family will be properly taken 
care of by his friends and neighbours, without be- 


* 1 Tim.v. 8. 
+ Prov. xxiv. 30—32. Prov. vi. 6=11, Prov. xiv. 23. 
* 1x Cor. xvi, 2, Acts xi, 29. 
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coming a burden on the public; and that, when he 
dies, he will be buried decently at the expence of the. 
Society, and a ſmall ſum given for the relief of his wi- 
dow and orphans. —From the beneficial, effects already 
produced by your Societies “, it is much to be wiſhed, 
that. theſe uſeful inſtitutions may be generally eſta- 
bliſhed, and that your good example, in this reſpect, 
may have an extenſive influence among the lower ranks. 
For this purpoſe, and in order to confirm and augment 
the ſtability of the Societies, let me remind you, as I 
cannot do it too frequently, of the importance and ne- 
ceſſity of harmony, good humour, ſobriety, and a 
ſtrict obſervance of your Rules, at all your meetings; 
otherwiſe your Sotieties cannot flouriſh, nor can you 
expect the Divine bleſſing on your endeavours. Amidſt 
that diverſity of ſentiment, which generally prevails in 
large ſocieties, let me alſo admoniſh you, to preſerve 
unity of affection; to cultivate gentle and obliging 
manners; and to adhere ſtrictly to the grand philan- 
thropic object of your inſtitution +. And let your own 
experience of diſtreſs ever prompt you to feel for, and 
to ſympathiſe with, the diſtreſſes of others. 

It deſerves next our moſt ſerious attention, that it is 
the duty of every Chriſtian to apply himſelf to ſuch 
uſeful occupations as are ſuitable to his rank. Reli- 
gion, ſo far from encouraging habits of indalence, ex- 
preſsby enforces diligence, and requires you to provide, 
by honeſt means, for yourſelves and families 1. Its 


* See the Author's Religious and Philanthropic Tracts, p-63—1. 
+ 1 Cor. i. 10. 2 Cor. xiii, 11. 1 Pet. iii. 8.9. 
t 2 Theſſ. iii. 10-12 | 
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obvious tendency is, to promote domeſtic affection and 
public welfare. From a principle of piety, we are en- 
joined to perform all relative duties with vigilance and 
aſſiduity, according to our reſpective ſtations, and cir- 
cumſtances in lite, : 
In this and in the following chapter, from whence 
the text is taken, the reciprocal duties of huſbands 
and wives, of parents and children, and of maſters and 
5 = ſervants, are explained with great clearneſs and preci- 
15 ' fion. The married ſtate is to be obſerved with all fide- 
19 lity and ſanctity; and, that it may be happy, we are 
10 taught, that the huſband mutt treat his wife with af- 
1 fection and tenderneſs, and the wife behave with ſub- 
7. miſſion and reſpect to her huſband *. Children are to 
5 | honour their parents, to ſhew them every mark of re- 
pard, to obey. all their lawful commands, and to aſſiſt 
them in diftreſs. And parents are to treat their chil- 
dren with kindneſs and natural affection, to give them a 
Chriſtian education, and to train them up in early ha- 
bits of piety, virtue, and induſtry +.—Servants, or 
day-labourers, are enjoined fidelity and obedience, not 
merely from worldly motives, but as being under the 
conſtant inſpection of God, by whom their conſcientious 
ſervices will be rewarded. ** Servants, be obedient to 
« your maſters, doing ſervice as to the Lord, and not 
* to men 7.” On the other hand, maſters are required 
to behave with lenity and humanity to their ſervants ; 
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* Eph. v. 22. 25. 33. Matth, xix. 3—6, Col. iii. 18, 19. 
Tit. ii. 1-6. 1 Pet. iii. 1—7. 

+ Eph. vi. 1—4. Col. iii. 20, 21. 

$ Epb. vi. 5—8, Col. iii. 22-25, Tit. ii, 9, 10. 1 Pet. ii. 
18-20, 
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to ſhew a tender concern for their temporal and eternal 
intereſts; and are reminded, that they alſo have a 
« Maſter in Heaven,” to whom they are beſpen⸗ 


ſible *. 


In like manner, men of every rank and condition 
have their reſpective duties diſtinctly enjoined; and 
ſhould endeavour, as far as they are able, to fulfil the 
wiſe purpoſes of Providence in their creation. Thoſe 
who are placed in the higher ſtations of life are bound, 
by the laws of Chriſtianity, to revere God, to admi- 
niſter juſtice, to avoid oppreſſion and diſſoluteneſs of 
manners themſelves, and to check them in others; to 
encourage induſtry and virtue, to inſtru, civilize, and 


improve mankind, and, by condeſcenſion and benefi- 


cence, to diffuſe general happineſs . 

By the ſame principles, the inferior ranks of ſociety 
are required to ſhew gratitude and reſpect for all the 
favours they receive from their ſuperiors, to obey their 
lawful commands, to be frugal and induſtrious, to 
ſuppreſs the emotions of envy and diſcontent, of vio- 
lence and fraud, and to diſcharge, with chearfulneſs 
and fidelity, the important functions of their humble 
ſtation 4. | 

Frem hence we learn that, as Chriſtians, and as 
members of ſociety, we muſt cultivate a peaceable, a 
candid, an affectionate, and humane temper. This 
temper is, in fact, the grand pillar on which public or- 
der, domeſtic comfort, and internal tranquillity, all 


* Eph. vi. 9. Col. iv. t. 

+ 1 Tim. vi. 17-19. Pſal. bxxxii. 14. Jer. xxii. 3. Lev. xix. 15. 

t Rom. xiij. 1—7. 1 Pet. ii. 13z—17. Prov. xxiv. 21. Tit. 
lil, I, 2. 
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reſt, And what highly concerns us, to rectify our 
principles of action, and to form this diſpoſition - of 
mind, ſhould be the primary object of our attention, 
amidſt the various tranſactions of life, 

So that the man, who is either guilty of fraud or 
diſhoneſty, injuſtice or oppreſſion, unkindneſs or inhu- 
manity, is violating ſome of the cleareſt and moſt im- 
portant laws of Chriſtianity. The duties which it en- 
joins are, indeed, a moſt ſtriking and incontrovertible 
evidence of its authenticity. If Chriſtianity be of Di- 
vine origin, you muſt all be ſenſible, that it will en- 
force good principles, and prohibit every thing that is 
eruel and immoral. © The wiſdom which is from 
c above,” is delineated with ſuch peculiar qualities as 
cannot be miſtaken. In its principle, “it is,” ſays St. 
James, © pure and peaceable;” and, in its effects, 
« full of mercy and good fruits *.“ Chriſtianity, 
then, contains nothing repugnant to the dictates of 
conſcience, that“ candle of the Lord +,” that mental 
„light,“ which God has given you to govern your 
practice, and to diſcriminate between moral good and 
evil,.--Let me beſeech you, therefore, ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, whether you poſſeſs that temper of mind, that 
piety towards God, and that integrity towards men, 


which the Goſpel expreſsly requires, This is a mo- 


mentous conſideration to you all. For, be aſſured, 
that a neglect of theſe duties is incompatible with your 
Chriſtian profeſſion ; that, if you are ſincere in your 
religious principles, they will have a viſible influence 
on your life and conduct ; and that many evils may be 


+ Prov. xx, 27. 


# James ili. 1 7 


avoided, 
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avoided, if you follow the Apoſtle's exhortation, and 
« ſtudy to be quiet, and mind your own buſineſs *.“ 

As ſome of thoſe who are now my hearers are em- 
ployed in the care and management of cattle, we muſt 
not omit to remark, that they ſhould always guard 
againſt any cruel treatment of them, and ſhould re- 
collect what Solomon ſays, that “a righteovs man re- 
* gardeth the life,” and is not inattentive to the com- 
fort, © of his beaſt.” Unneceſſary ſeverity, even to 
the brute-creation, is a token of a hard and unfeeling 
heart, and therefore it is highly proper to caution you 
againſt it. Remember, then, that the great and bene- 
volent Author of Nature, whoſe Providence extends 
over the immenſe range of creation, will certainly pu- 
niſh you for every act of wanton cruelty, inflicted on 
the leaſt or meaneſt of his creatures, 


With regard to the duties which we owe: to our- 
ſelves, Chriſtianity inculcates ſanctity of heart, by 
teaching, in the ſtrong, figurative language of the 
Apoſtle, that our bodies are the © temples of the Holy 
« Ghoſt {;” and that, if we would not reſiſt the in- 
fluence of that Spirit, we muſt avoid every impurity, 
which, in this ſtate of moral probation, they are liable 
to contract. Now, we all know, that we are prone to 
gratify our irregular deſires, which are the moſt fre- 
quent diſturbers of our tranquillity, We ſhould, 
therefore, endeavour, by God's grace, to govern our 
thoughts, our tempers, and our paſſions ; and to cul- 
tivate ſobriety, temperance, modeſty, and chaſtity 5. 


* 1 Thefl. iv. 11. + Prov. xil, 10. 
+ 1 Cor. vi. 19. 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 
$ 1 Cor. ix, 24— 27. Rom. xiii. 12—14. 
| — 74 | This 
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This duty of ſelf-government certainly tends to reſtrain 
our turbulent paſſions, and to improve our minds in 
virtue. But it muſt be confeſſed, that this abſtinence 
from immoral practices, and criminal pleaſures, is a 
moſt arduous taſk. This ſanctity of heart, however, 
this purity of manners, this regularity in private con- 
duct, is what Chriſtianity exprefily enjoins *; and is, 
perhaps, one of the moſt convincing and unequivocal 
proofs of the ſincerity of our Chriſtian principles.— 
Let us carefully guard, then, againſt thoſe vicious ha- 
bits, thoſe ſenſual paſſions +, which pervert the judg- 
ment, and debaſe the moral faculty ; and ſtudy, through 
Divine aſſiſtance, to be ſober, chaſte, and modeſt. And, 
having © exceeding great and precious promiſes” made 


to us in the Goſpel], let us endeavour to rectify our 


inward diſorders, and to “ cleanſe ourſe}ves from all 
“ pollution of the fleſh and ſpirit,” with the view of 
“ perfecting holineſs in the fear of God 1.“ 


But, though theſe heavenly duties are ſtrongly in- 


culcated in Scripture, though they are approved by the 


dictates of every unbiafſed mind, and though they are 
enforced by the moſt powerful ſanctions, yet, alas! 
ſuch is our natural weakneſs and depravity, we often 
feel a conflict between virtuous principles and vicious 
affections; an inclination impelling us to evil, contrary 
to our cleareſt judgment, our firmeſt reſolution, and, 
what we know to be, our higheſt intereſt. This pro- 
penfity to vice and folly is termed, by the Apoſtle, 


* Tit. ii. 12. Gal. v. 19—21. 24. Rom. xii. 1. 
7 1 Pet. ü. 11. 1 Cor. vi. 18. 1 Theſſ. iv. 3. 

1 2 Cor. vii. 1. 2 Pet. i. 3. 6 
« a law 
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te a law in our members warring againſt the law of our 
© minds, and bringing them into captivity * ;” and 
this is the unhappy ſtate, to which even the beſt men 
are frequently reduced, by the infirmity of human na- 
ture, and the prevalence of temptation. When a Chrif- 
tian is conſcious, that he has thus done wrong, and is 
anxious to return to the path of duty, blefſed be God, 
he is happily freed from thoſe doubts and diſquietudes, 
which, without the aid of revelation, agitate the 
thoughtful, though penitent mind, about the means of 
forgiveneſs; and which, among other expedients, led 
men, in all ages, to hope for the expiation of fin by a 
ſtrict obſervance of ritual ſervices, and by the oblation 
of the richeſt, propitiatory ſacrifices +. 


Another conſideration, which deſerves here to be 
mentioned, is the heavenly example which our Saviour, 
at all times, diſplayed. We all feel, that human na- 
ture is far from being perfect. A life, free from every 
ſtain and imperfection, was never exhibited, but by 
that ineffably great and Divine Perſon 4, who has re- 
vealed the moſt important truths, and may, in a pe- 
culiar manner, be ſtyled “ The light of the world 8.“ 
His whole life was adorned with the moſt exalted 
piety, the moſt perfe& benevolence, and the calmeſt 


* Rom. vii. 22, 23. 

+ Micah vi. 6—9. Mark xii. 33. Adds x. 43. 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
Rom. iii. 24, 25. | | 

t Ifa. ix. 6, 7. Ia. xl. g—t1. Jobn i. 1-3. 14. John viii. 
56—58. John v. 22, 23. John xvii. 5. Matth. ix. 6. Matth. xxviii. 
18. 20. Philip. ii. 6—11. Col. i. 15—19. Col. ii. 9. Heb. i. 
Rev. i. 8. 18. Rev. v. 11—14. &c. § John viii. 12. 
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teſignation. Though he endured the gfeateſt poverty, 
perſecutions, and ſufferings, yet he always ſubmitted 
to the will of Providence, and never uttered the leaft 
complaint #, When we compare his conduct, and his 
ſentiments, with the greateſt and moſt amiable charac- 
ter which hiſtory records, we find a fingular difference. 
In him, we always fee a dignity of ſentiment, a ſupe- 
riority of power, of wiſdom, and of goodneſs, which 
diſtinguiſhed him from all human beings ;- and ſhewed 
him to be divine . In his duty to God, we behold 
the moſt fervent devotion ; and, in his conduct to 
man, that diſintereſted and extenſive beneficence which 
ſo eminently marked his whole life, and 1s peculiarly 
worthy of gratitude and admiration $. In ſhort, his 
character, as delineated by the Evangcliſts with inimi- 
table beauty, is exactly ſuch as might be expected on 
a ſuppoſition, that there 1s another world, of which he 
had the cleareſt knowledge and conviction, It proves, 
beyond all doubt, that“ he came from God” to in- 
ſtruct, to redeern, to reform the human race; and 
to prepare them for that heavenly kingdom, which 
confiſts of ** righteouſneſs, and peace, and ſpiritual 
« Joy ||.” 

It is true, you cannot, as he did, reſtore the dead to 
life : you cannot feed four or five thouſand people 


* 1 Pet. ii. 21—23. 

+ Matth. xi. 3—6. John iii. 2. John vii. 46. Lakes xxiv. 32. 

t Jobn iv. 34. Matth. xiv. 23. John xvii. Heb. vii. 26. 

§ 2 Cor. vii. 9. Acts x. 38. John xv. 13. Rom. v. 8. 10 
Matth. viii. 20. John x. 14— 18. || Rom, xiv, 17. 

J John 21 145, Luke vii. 1115, 
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with a few loaves and fiſhes “: you cannot ſtill thoſe 
boiſterous and unruly elements, the winds and the 
waves  : nor can you, in an inſtant, cure the moſt in- 
veterate diſeaſes by the utterance of a word 1. Theſe, 
and other aſtoniſhing miracles, -recorded in the Goſpel - 
hiſtory, are beyond the reach of human power §. But, 
in his piety to God, and his benevolence to man ; in his 
patience and humility, in his mildneſs and gentleneſs of 
manners, in his kindneſs and forgiveneſs to enemies ||, 
and in all the other graces of his Divine character, you 
are called upon to imitate him ; and, as far as human 
frailty will permit, to have “ the ſame mind in you, 
6“ that was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus J.“ | 


Now, what a ſublime idea does all this give us of the 
benevolence of the Deity, in thus enlightening, im- 
proving, and perfecting human nature; and in gradu- 
ally raiſing us to that happineſs which was forfeited by 
the fall? What a ſtupendous proof of the divine be- 
nignity is here exhibited in our redemption ! and how 
ſhould it excite in our breaſts the warmeſt ſentiments 
of love, gratitude, and devotion ! Examine, with can- 
dour and attention, the doctrines and precepts of the 
New Teſtament, and you will not find, that any of 
them are contrary to our natural ſentiments of God, or 
to the beſt wiſhes of the human heart. No : They all 
tend to the glory of God, and to the real good of man; 


* Matth, xv. 33— 38. Matth. xiv. 20, 21. 

+ Matth. viii. 26, 27. Pal. cvii. 21—30. 

+ Luke iv. 38, 39. Luke vi. 6-10. Matth. vii, g—13. 
John v. 1-9. Matth. is, 20—22. $ Mark vi. 2. 

Luke xxiii. 3, Philip. u. 5. 
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and they all ſhew, in a ſtriking light, the beauty, the 
excellence, and the importance of Chriſtianity. 

The ſpeculative unbeliever, indeed, aiming to exalt 
human reaſon, may reject the authority, and deny the 
neceſſity of revelation, The hypocrite may flatter 
himſelf, that a ſtri& obſervance of ſome duties of re- 
ligion may compenſate for the violation, or habitual 
negle&, of others. The enthuſiaſt, miſtaking the ef- 
fufions of a warm imagination for Divine operations, 
may wait for extraordinary impulſes of the ſpirit, to 
guide him into truth. And the profligate, who perpe- 
trates the moſt atrocious crimes in ſociety, may endea- 
vour to weaken his belief of a future exiſtence, and to 
reject a religion, which denounces the moſt ſevere and 
laſting puniſhment on his daring wickedneſs *®. But 
the great truths of Chriſtianity, as they are diſplayed in 
the New Teſtament, in their native purity and“ ſim- 
& plicity +,” are ſo conſonant to reaſon, and ſo conge- 
nial to the human heart, that no efforts will ever be 
effectual to make a Chriſtian renounce the cleareſt prin- 
ciples of religion and morality, and the animating hope 
of eternal life 3. 


Thus far, then, you ſee, from the clear and amiable 
views that the Goſpel has given us of the Supreme 
Being, and of the relation in which we ſtand to him, 
and to each other, in what ſenſe, and in what way, 
the great Author of our religion has enlightened the 
world, by the doctrines which he has tavght, and 


4 Matth. xxv. 46. c + 2 Cor. xi. 3» 
1 John vi. 66—69. 


by 


1 
by the precepts which he has inculcated. — Let 


us now, 


III. Confider the momentous information, which 
he has given us, about the future deſtination of the 
human race. And, let it here be obſerved, as an ex- 
traordinary fact, that, though men may differ in capa- 
city, in character, and in civilization; yet, perhaps, 
there has not been diſcovered a fing!e nation, Lowever 
ſavage and barbarous, either in ancient or modern 
times, where the belief of a ſtate of future rewards and 
puniſhments has been totally extinct, We find, how- 
ever, that thoſe, who only enjoyed the light” of na- 
ture, had many doubts and perplexities on this intereſt- 
ing ſubject. It is true, there is a principle in the hu- 
man heart, which ſhudders at the idea of annihilation, 
and leads men to entertain ſome notions of a future re- 
tribution; but it is revelation alone that removes every 
apprehenſion about it, and offers to the humble, the 
pious, and the penitent, a recompenſe infinitely greater 
than this turbulent world can. beſtow; a reward not 
commenſurate to their ſervices, but to the riches of Di- 
vine grace, “through the redemption that is in Je- 
% ſus *,” For, © eye hath not ſeen, ear hath not 
© heard, nor hath it entered into the human heart” to 
form any adequate conception of the happineſs, which 
* God hath prepared for thoſe who love him +.” 

As many of you are engaged in agriculture, and 
other rural occupations, and have conſtant opportunities 
of obſerving the progreſs of vegetation, and the great 


* Rom. iii. 24 2 Tim. i. 9. + 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
| change. 
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changes it undergoes, it may be proper to call your at- 
tention to part of the Apoſtle's beautiful ſtrain of rea- 
ſoning, in proof of a reſurrection. Obſerve, then, this 
wonderful, though common proceſs in the vegetable 
world. When a grain of ſeed is ſown, and buried in the 
ground, it ſeems to undergo a total diſſolution, and to 
loſe all power of renovation ; but the great Author of 
Nature, by the ſecret and unknown laws of vegetation, 
makes it revive, and ſhoot forth with renewed vigour *, 
Now, this analogy of nature is no leſs aſtoniſhing to 
the learned than to the illiterate; and is a ſtriking indi- 
cation of a reſurrection, and of a higher deſtination, 
which the Goſpel gives us reaſon to expect +. When 

the human body dies, and is mouldered into duſt, God, 
who is omnipotent, can and will, in his own time and 
manner, raiſe it to a perfect, a. ſpiritualized, and an 
eternal life }. | 
The reſurrection of the body, and a future ſtate of 
rewards and puniſhments, are peculiar and fundamental 
articles of our religion. Chriſtianity expreſsly informs 
us, that there will be a reſurrection of the“ dead, both 
„of the juſt and unjuſt $F.” It has, therefore, diſ- 
pelled thoſe doubts and uncertainties, in which the hu- 
man mind was involved, and gives good men the 
ſureſt hopes of a happy immortality. The ſuggeſtions 
of reaſon, aided by the“ light” of revelation, are ſuth- 
cient to produce the ſtrongeſt conviction. Accordingly 
our Lord, who, with great ſublimity, called himſelf 
The reſurrection and the life ||,” gave ſeveral ſtriking 


* John xii. 24. + 1 Cor. xv. 35—38. 42—44- 
7 Philip. iii. 27. 8 Acts xxiv. 15. Gal. vi. 7. 
John xi. 25. 
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and incontrovertible evidences of this moſt important 
and eſſential truth, by raifing, not only others, but 
even himſelf, from the dead *. In allufion to theſe 
aſtoniſhing miracles, he announces with authority, that 
© The hour is coming, when all that are in their 
* graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
“ ſhall come forth: they that have done good, unto 
te the reſurtrection of life; and they that have done 
e evil, unto the reſurrection of condemnation +. 
W hat a glorious, yet awful affurance is this! Welt 
might it be ſaid, that“ life and immortality are brought 
to light through the Goſpel 4.“ 


* Mark v. 35—42., Matth. xxviu. 40 Acts xxvi. 22, 23. 

+ John v. 28, 29. 

} 2 Tim, i. 10. The word @uloavls, which is here tranſlated 
* brought to light, more properly denotes, in this place, made 
& clear.” Owl, from Que, /ight, ſignifies to enlighten, to make 
known, to illuſtrate, to throw light upon. Thus, John i. 9. à Quite 
waſla a Nury, who enlighteneth every man; where the Evangeliſt ap- 
plies this paſſage to the Meſſiah, emphatically called by him, ro Sog 
T6 annJuor, the true light. Thus, alſo, Eph. 111. 9. Kai Pwriras Wa- 
rag, et omnibus prælucere, and to make all men ſee, or under//and ; where 
the Apoſtle refers to the myſtery, or ſecret, which had been con- 
| cealed from ages and generations, that God would call the Gen— 
tiles, and receive them into his church, —but was, ſoon after the 
Chriſtian era, revealed to the Apoſtles, to be by them promulgated 
to the world, The fame expreſſion occurs in 1 Cor. iv. 5. and is 
applied to our Lord, 5; da Quriou, who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkneſs, and lay open the *©* counſels of the 
« hearts.” And, in like manner, Arrian, in Epittet. i. 4. aan 
crit, to elucidate the truth. This will ſerve to explain the import 
of palit, and the meaning of the Apoſtle : Both Jews and Gentiles 
had an imperfe&t knowledge of a future ſlate ; but the important 
doQrine of © immortal life,” which was formerly obſcure, and of 
the © reſurrection of the body,” of which they had no conception, 
« is now made clear through the Goſpel.“ I Cor. xv. 44. 50—54. 
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changes it undergoes, it may be proper to call your at- 
tention to part of the Apoſtle's beautiful ſtrain of rea- 
ſoning, in proof of a reſurrection. Obſerve, then, this 
wonderful, though common proceſs in the vegetable 
world. When a grain of ſeed is ſown, and buried in the 
ground, it ſeems to undergo a total diſſolution, and to 
loſe all power of renovation ; but the great Author. of 
Nature, by the ſecret and unknown laws of vegetation, 
makes it revive, and ſhoot forth with renewed vigour *. 
Now, this analogy of nature is no leſs aſtoniſhing to 
the learned than to the illiterate ; and 1s a ſtriking indi- 
cation of a reſurrection, and of a higher deſtination, 
which the Goſpel gives us reaſon to expect +. When 
the human body dies, and is mouldered into duſt, God, 
who is omnipotent, can and will, in his own time and 
manner, raiſe it to a perfect, a. ſpiritualized, and an 
eternal life 4. 

The reſurrection of the body, and a future ſtate of 
rewards and puniſhments, are peculiar and fundamental 
articles of our religion. Chriſtianity expreſsly informs 
us, that there will be a reſurrection of the © dead, both 
of the juſt and unjuſt hg.” It has, therefore, diſ- 
pelled thoſe doubts and uncertainties, in which the hu- 
man mind was involved, and gives good men the 
ſureſt hopes of a happy immortality. The ſuggeſtions 
of reaſon, aided by the“ light” of revelation, are ſuffi- 
cient to produce the ſtrongeſt conviction, Accordingly 
our Lord, who, with great ſublimity, called himſelf 
The reſurrection and the life ||,” gave ſeveral ſtriking 
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and incontrovertible evidences of this moſt important 
and eſſential truth, by raiſing, not only others, but 
even hiinſelf, from the dead *. In allufion to theſe 
aſtoniſhing miracles, he announces with authority, that 
* The hour is coming, when all that are in their 
e graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
4 ſhall) come forth: they that have done good, unto 
© the reſurtection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the reſurrection of condemnation .“ 
What a glorious, yet awful affurance is this! Well 
might it be ſaid, that“ life and immortality are brought 
* to light through the Goſpel 4. 


* Mark v. 35—42. Matth. xxviii. 1—6. Acts xxvi. 22, 23. 

+ John v. 28, 29. 

2 Tim, i. 10. The word @uloayl, which is here tranſlated 
* brought to light, more properly denotes, in this place, made 
& clear.” OwlGw, from eus, /ight, ſignifies to enlighten, to make” 
known, to illuſtrate, to throw light upon. Thus, John i. 9. à Sorg. 
cala eVuro, who enlighteneth every man; wheie the Evangeliſt ap- 
plies this paſſage to the Meſſiah, emphatically called by him, to Pos 
To an, the true light. Thus, alſo, Eph. iii. 9. Kai Pr war- 
rag, et omnibus prælucere, and to make all men ſee, or under//and ; where 
the Apoſtle refers to the myſtery, or ſecret, which had been con- 
cealed from ages and generations, that God would call the Gen— 
tiles, and receive them into his church, —but was, ſoon after the 
Chriſtian æra, revealed to the Apoſtles, to be by them promulgated 
to the world. The ſame expreſſion occurs in 1 Cor. iv. 5. and is 
applied to our Lord, 5; xas Sr, who both will bring lo light the 
hidden things of darkneſs, and lay open the ** counſels of the 
© hearts,” And, in like manner, Arrian, in Epittet. i. 4. aanfuxy 
orig, to elucidate the truth, This- will ſerve to explain the import 
of page, and the meaning of the Apoſtle : Both Jews and Gentiles 
had an imperfect knowledge of a future ſlate ; but the important 
doctrine of © immortal life,” which was formerly obſcure, and of 
the © reſurrection of the body,” of which they had no conception, 
is now made clear through the Goſpel.“ 1 Cor. xv. 44. 50—54. 
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The New Teſtament, beyond all doubt, has given a 
more expreſs aſſurance, a more open diſplay, of a 
bleſſed immortality, than any former revelatian had 
ever done. But ſurely, in the Old Teſtament, there 
are not wanting ſeveral ſtrong intimations of another 
life, and that man will not have the ſame final deſtiny 
with the brutes. I ſhall only mention two paſſages. 
One is taken from the prophecy of Daniel, and is ſo 
clear and explicit, that it requires no comment. 
«« Many,” ſays he, that ſleep in the duſt ſhall 
« awake; ſome, to everlaſting life; and ſome, to 
* ſhame, and everlaſting contempt *#.” The other 
paſſage is taken from the book of Exodus, where God 
manifeſted himſelf to Moſes under this gracious title : 
«© ͤ am the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and 
«© the God of Jacob +;” and it is ſo well illuſtrated 
by the converſation, which took place between our Sa- 
viour and the Sadducees, that I ſhall avail myſelf of 
the * light” he has thrown upon it. 

The Sadducees, who denied the immortality of the 
ſou], or its exiſtence after death *, came to him with a 
view to embarraſs him, and to overthrow all the ar- 
guments that could be adduced, either from reaſon, 
or from Scripture, in favour of a future ſtate, But, 
though they came to him with ſuch an infidious de- 
ſign, as it was a matter of the laſt importance, he con- 
deſcended not only to ſolve the difficulty which they 
had ſtarted, but, at the ſame time, gave the moſt ſub- 
lime idea of the happineſs of Heaven. The children 
* of this world marry, and are given in marriage. 


* Dan. xii. 2, 3. + Exod, ui, 6. t Adds xxiii, 8, 
| cc Bu 
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te But they,” ſays he, © who ſhall be accounted worthy 
& to obtain that world, and the reſurrection from the 
te dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage. Nei- 
& ther can they die any more, being children of the 
& reſurrection. Ye, therefore, greatly err, not know- 
« ing the Scriptures, nor the power of God *.“ Not 
„% knowing the Scriptures,” ye conclude that the doc- 
trine of a future ſtate is not contained in them, as ye 
have overlooked it; and, not conſidering “ the Divine 
& power,” ye think it an incredible thing, even that 
& God ſhould raiſe the dead +.” But the future world 
will be conſtructed very differently from the preſent, 
And, in effect, Moſes ſhewed that there would be ano- 
ther life, when he called the Lord who appeared to 
him, „the God of Abraham, and of Iſaac, and 
& of Jacob,” long after thoſe Patriarchs were crum- 
bled into duſt. For certainly, he cannot be called the 
God of thoſe, whoſe exiſtence terminated with this 
life; but the God of thoſe, who, though removed 

from this ſtate of trial, ſtill worſhip and ſerve him, and 
are in a happier and better world. 

And thus we ſee, however ſome of the Jews might 
overlook, or miſinterpret, the doctrine of a future 
ſtate, it appears that it is implied and ſuppoſed in the 
Old Teſtament 21. The Author of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews aſſures us, that faith has been the leading 
principle of the wiſeſt and the beſt of men from the 


* Matth. xxii. 29. Luke xx. 27—40, + Acts xxvi. 8. 
1 Luke xvi. 31. See alſo Gen. v. 24, compared with Heb. xi. 5; 
2 Sam. Xil. 23, Eccleſ. xii. 7. 14. Job. xix. 25—27, Pſal. xvi. 


to, 11. Pſal. xvii, 15. Pfal. Ixxiii, 24— 20. Iſa. xxv. 8. Iſa. xxvi. 19. 
Ia, lvii. 1, 2. 
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earlieſt times; that they believed in the promiſes of 3 
Meſſiah ; and that ber looked for “ a better and A 
© heavenly country “. 

Aſſiſted by the © light” of the Gofpel, we can be- 
hold Abraham, the father of the faithful, and“ La- 
« garus in his boſom +,” in a world of bliſs, adorned 
with the beauty of holineſs and immortality, and re- 
poſing under the protection of the Almighty. And, if 
we be actuated by the ſame pious and humble ſpirir, 
we ſhall, in God's good time, be removed from a ſcene 
of ſorrows and difficulties, and tranſlated to a ſtate of 
perfect and endleſs happineſs 7. 

A Chriſtian, then, has the greateſt reaſon to rejoice, 
that his views are not confined to this ſhort and precat- 
rious ſtate of exiſtence 8. Amidlt all the poverty, and 
afllictions, the pain and ſickneſs, which may have be- 
tallen him, bis mind is animated with the hope of 2 
bleſied refurreQion. Amidſt the moſt depreſſing ca- 
lamities, he ſees a more ſerene and enlivening proſpect, 
where he ſhall have © an inheritance, incorruptible, 
© undefiled, and that fadeth not away || ;” and where 
there ſhall be neither © death, nor ſorrow, nor pain J.“ 

Take away the firm belief of a wiſe and good Provi- 
dence, that governs the affairs of the univerſe ; convince 
a man, that this life is the whole of his exiſtence ; that 
he is a wreiched pilgrim, abandoned to the caprice of 
chance and fortune, in a vale of woe; and that he 
has nothing to hope, or to fear, beyond the grave z 


* Heb. xi. 10. 13-16. John xi. 24, John viii. 56. 
Luke xvi. 23. + Heb. xi. 8—10. Matth. viii. It. 
& John xiv. 1—3, 2 Tim. iv. 8. Pet. i. 4. 

A Rev: zi. 4. Rev. xiv. 13. 
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and you will embitter his life, and rob him of his 
preateſt comfort. Like a veſſel, toſſed on a tempeſtu« 
ous ocean, without any means to brave the ſtorm, his 
deſponding heart would be ready to be overwhelmed 
with grief and deſpair,—— On the other hand, impreſs 
his mind with proper notions of God's perfections and 
moral government *; remove every doubt about his 
future exiſtence ; and animate him with the hope, that 
Providence will guide him through this mortal ſtate +, 
and, at laſt, conduct him to a better world 4; and he 
feels the moſt ſoothing conſolation amidſt all the trials, 
the loſſes, the diſappointments, and the diſtreſſes, of 
human life, and looks forward, with pleaſing expecta- 
tion, to that happy but unknown period, when there 
will be a perpetual ceſſation of forrow, and * all tears 
„ ſhall be wiped away from his eyes Q.” Delightful 
thought! How it cheers the virtuous breaſt, and 
ſweetens the bitter cup of affliction ! Under every ca- 
lamity of life, and even at the approach of diſſolution, 
a good man ſupports himſelf with the reflection, that 
the light afflictions of mortality“ will work out for 
*« him an exceeding and eternal weight of glory ||.” 
Though he look forwards to the trying hour, when he 
is to leave his diſconſolate family, expoſed to various 
diſtreſſes; yet his ſolicitude is removed, when he re- 
flects, that they will be under the protection of the fame 
heavenly Father, who has comforted him in his trou- 


* Pſal. Iviii. 11, 

+ Matth. x. 29, 30. Pſal. xxvii. 3. John xiv. 27. 
I Pal. xxiii. 23, 24. Heb. xili. 14. John x. 28. 

Rev. vii. 17. Heb. iv. . 

| 2 Cor. iv. 17. John xvi. 33. Habak. iii. 17,18. Pſal. xciv. 19. 
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bles; has conducted him through the various ſcenes of 
life ; and has enabled him to overcome all the trials and 
difficulties of his probationary ſtate *. Animated by 
his Chriſtian faith +, he refigns, with compoſure, him- 
ſelf, his friends, and his family, to the protection of 
that Being, who, in tender compaſſion, hath faid, 
* Fear not, for I am with thee; be not diſmayed, for I 
« am thy God 1. —© Leave thy fatherleſs children, 1 


e will preſerve them alive, and let thy widow truſt in 
e 


The evidence, then, of a future ſtate, though not ſo 
diſplayed as to withdraw our attention from the proper 
buſineſs of life, is yet ſufficiently powerful to elevate 
our minds, and to be productive of the moſt beneficial 
influence, both on individuals, and on ſociety. The 
weary traveller is no longer involved in the “ dark- 
* neſs” of night. The Sun of righteouſneſs ||” has 
ariſen, has diſſipated thoſe clouds, which hang fo thick 
and heavy about him, and has diffuſed “ light,” and 
knowledge, and truth. While you are depreſſed with 
poverty or affliction, you have ſtill the animating 
“hope of eternal life J,“ and of ſalvation, through 
the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, It is this hope, and 
this only, that can, and does ſupport the human mind, 
under the ſevereſt preſſure of affliction, on the death 
vi your neareſt and deareſt friends **, and at the cloſe 


* Pal. xxiii. 

+ 1 John v. 4. Luke xxiii. 46. 2 Tim. iv. 6—8. 

t Ifa. xli. 10. $ ler. xlx. 11. I Mal. iv. 2. 
& Titus iii. 7. 1 John ii. 25. Col. i. 5. 

1 Thefl, iv, 13-18. 
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of your own life. Amidſt every trial, whether natural 
or moral, the Goſpel affords the greateſt conſolation to 
man; and you cannot be ſufficiently thankful for its 
important diſcoveries. Its benign effects, however, 
are, at preſent, but imperfectly ſeen, But, at the day 
of final retribution, its ſacred influence will be viſible, 
in having promoted the moral government of God; in 
having turned many millions of mankind from ** dark- 
« neſs to light *; in having diffuſed inſtruction, con- 
ſolation, virtue, and happineſs, among them; and in 
having trained them up, through a progreſſive ſtate of 
religious and moral improvement, to a participation of 
a higher and happier ſtate of exiſtence, where, “ that 
* which is perfect being come, that which is in part 
6“ ſhall be done away +.” | 

From ſome expreſſions of ſcripture we may infer, 
that the benefits of our Lord's death do extend, in 
ſome ſenſe, to all men ; as well to thoſe who have been 
ignorant of revelation, as to thoſe who have been en- 
lightened by the Chriſtian faith 1. © Now,” indeed, 
„ we ſee through a glaſs darkly Q ;” but, if we believe 
the doctrines, imbibe the principles, and practiſe the 
precepts, cf his religion, we may reſt aſſured, that his 
merits and interceſſion will procure for us a title to 
ſalvation; and that, in a future ſtate, our views will 
be enlarged, our faculties improved, and we ſhall be 
permitted to have nearer acceſs to the fountain of 
* light, of goodneſs, and of happineſs ||.” Then, the 


* Acts xxvi. 18. + 1 Cor. xiii. 10. | 

+ 1 John ii. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 22. Rom. vi. 23. § 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

Matth. v. 8. Matth. xiii. 43. 1 John iii. 2. Pſal. xxxvi. 9. 
Rev. vii. 9—17. 
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moral government of God will be fully diſplayed ; then, 
all the diſorders, and ſeeming irregularities of the pre- 
ſent ſcene, will be reQtified ; vice will be puniſhed, and 
virtue rewarded. And then, the great work of re- 
demption, deviſed by Providence from the firſt, will 
be finally completed, and will fill the minds of the 
redeemed with an ecſtacy of wonder, love, and grati- 
tude, which no power of language can expreſs. © The 


6 ranſomed of the Lord ſhall enter into Zion with 


ce triumph; and everlaſting joy ſhall be on their heads: 


„they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs; and forrow and 


& ſighing mall flee away *.“ 


After this explanation of the manner in which our 
Lord hath enlighlened the world +, it only remains 
brieſly to entorce the Apoſtle's advice, and to ſhew the 
influenc which theſe Chriſtian principles ought to pra- 
duce on your minds, and behaviour, © Vai as chil- 
& dren of lizhl.” | | 

la the firſt place, Amidſt all the trials and vieiſſi- 
tudes of human life, let us ever thank God for the ſin- 
gular and unipeakabie advantages which we derive 
from Chriſtianity ; and let us ſhew our gratitude and 
obędience to our Kedeemer, for all he hath done and 
ſuffered for the fallen race of men F. From the exten- 
five view which we have taken of this ſubject, it is 
obyious that the Chriſtian religion ſtrongly enforces pi- 
ous aflections, and virtuous conduct; and that our 
faith and life ſhould be regulated by its doctrines and 


* Iſa. xxxv, 10. + Joha xii. 46. 
+ 1 Pet. i. 3,4, Rom. viii. 32. 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
6 Rev. v. 9—14. Heb. iv. 14, 15. 
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precepts . It is the expreſs declaration of Scripture, 
that ye are not your own ; for ye are bought with a 
* price” of ineſtimable value, even with the precious 
* blood of Chriſt, and are therefore” bound to em- 
ploy your faculties in the ſervice of God, and to glo- 
* rify him with your body, and with your ſpirit, 
* which are God's .“ 

Let us endeavour, then, to pleaſe our great Bene- 
factor; to be uſeful in cur ſtations; and to be actu- 
ated by the divine principles which we profeſs. With 
humble and grateful hearts, let us worſhip and ſerve 
God, and daily bleſs him for the“ light” of revela- 
tion 4. But, let us ever remember, that the puniſh- 
ment of a poor heathen, who, in an unenlightened age, 
had deviated from the path of moral rectitude, will be 
far leſs ſevere 8 than what awaits any of , who, in 
this Chriſtian country, and with ſuch means of im- 
proving our nature, have loved darkneſs rather than 
<« light ||,” have neglected the duties of our ſtation, 
have perverted the gifts of Providence to bad purpoles, 
and, in ſpite of eyery overture of grace and mercy, 
have perſiſted in the ways of vice J. 


In the ſecond place, All the principles, and all the 
precepts of the Goſpel, concur in enforcing a ſober, a 
virtuous, and devout life **; and in evincing the im- 
portance and neceſſity of piety, juſtice, charity, and 
temperance. Thoſe diſcoveries of a ſtate of immor— 


* Rom. xii. 1 Tim. i. 5. 1 John iv. ir. 21. 


+ 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. t 2 Cor. iv. 6. Col. i. 12, 13. 
$ Luke x11. 48. John iii. 19. Heb. ü. 3, 
yl 2 Pet. ii. 21. | ** Tit. ii. 11—14. 
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tality, which we enjoy, and which enable us to bear 
with patience the pains of diſeaſe, and the various 
diſtrefles of life, naturally lead us, as moral agents, to 
cultivate integrity of conduct, and to prize, beyond 
expreſſion, that divine religion, which removes every 
apprehenſion about our future exiſtence. Remember, 
then, that every moral duty 1s enforced on evangelical 
principles, by the moſt awful ſanctions ; and that the 
precepts of Chriſtianity regulate the affections, ſtrengthen 
the bonds of ſociety, and inculcate the moſt ſublime 
virtue . Let it, therefore, be deeply imprefled on all 
your hearts, that the deſign of the Chriſtian religion, 
is, to promote purity of mind, and ſanctity of life; and 
that immoral practices are incompatible with, and de- 


ſtructive of, the important end, for which it was re- 
vealed . | 


In the third place, You cannot be too often re- 
minded, that, as Chriſtianity has given the animating 
proſpect of that future and higher ſtate of exiſtence, to- 
wards which we are advancing, as it has eſtabliſhed 
the certainty of what, to the Pagan world, could only 
be matter of great probability, let us endeavour to 
ſuſtain our preſent trials with pious fortitude, and ſtudy 
to be conducted by the © light” of the Goſpel, through 
this ſhort, but unſpeakably important period of our 
exiſtence, to the kingdom of everlaſting peace, We 
believe, that death is not a total extinction of our be- 
ing, but a change of exiſtence; to the righteous, it is 
a removal to another and better ſtate, ** where the 


* 2 Pet. i. 6—8, 1 Pet. i. 18. Tim. ii. 22, 
+ 2 Tim. ii. 19, Eph. iv. 1—3. Rom. i. 18, 
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wicked ſhall _ from © troubling, and the weary be 
c at reſt *. Let us improve, therefore, our intel- 
lectual and moral nature, and thereby qualify ourſelves 
for the happineſs of a future world. Whatever is our 
ſtation, whatever may be the bleſſings and comforts we 
enjoy, or the calamities to which we are expoſed, let 
us confide in the Providence of God, and reſt aſſured, 
that all his diſpenſations, if enjoyed with gratitude, or 
endured with Chriſtian refignation, will terminate in 
our future and endleſs felicity . 

Animated, then, by the glorious hope of immor- 
tality, which the Chriſtian religion is ſo peculiarly cal- 
culated to inſpire, let us attend to the duties of our 
ſtation, and look forwards to that happy period, when 
the veil, which now ſeparates us from the future world, 
ſhall be withdrawn, and we ſhall partake of that“ ful- 
&© neſs of joy 7,” which is in God's preſence for ever 
more ; when the pious, the benevolent, and the virtu- 
ous, in every age, rank, and condition, ſhall meet in 
a better world, and for ever affociate with the bleſſed 
ſociety of angels, © and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
“ perfect Y;” when, inſtead of a temporal and mutable 
exiſtence, we ſhall enjoy an eternal and heavenly 
ſtate ||; when war, and tumult, and diſcord, ſhall for 
ever ceaſe ; and peace, and benevolence, and joy, ſhall 
actuate every breaſt ; and when we ſhall be no longer 
expoſed to the influence of criminal paſfions, but ſhall, 
in ſome degree, reſemble God in his moral perfections, 
in his holineſs, his juſtice, his goodneſs, and his truth. 


* Job. iii. 17. + 1 Cor. xv. 58. Gal, vi. 9. 

$ Pſal. xvi. 11. $ Heb. xii. 22, 23. 

| 2, Cor. xv. 49. 63. 2 Cor. v. 1. | 
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—But, never let it be forgotten, as a matter of tlie 
moſt ſerious confideration, and awful conſequence, 
that “ he, who hath this” bleſſed “ —_— ſhould Pu- 
« rify himſelf, even as God is pure &. 

The concluſion I would draw from all this is mo- 
mentous beyond expreſſion, and cannot be impreſſed 
fo ſtrongly as in the energetic words of an Apoſtle : If 
« we ſay that we have fellowſhip with him, and walk in 
« garkneſs, we he, and do not the truth: but, if we 
« walk in the light, as he is in the light,” then “ we 
©« have fellowſhip with each other, and the blood of 
cc TJefus Chrift, his Son, cleanſeth us from all fin +.” 


* John iii. 3. Heb, xii. 14. + 1 John i. 6, 7. 
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ſervations on Female Benefit-Clubs, 


— 
6— 


©. 
Fa * 7 
ES - EXT 


* „ K 


=> ES 


by 
© + 
* 


—_ 


a 


: 2 — * 
- = * — — — > 
: — 
— 


— 
— 


